
Chairman’s Remarks

To continue my ‘Nature’ Theme; I’m sure we have all been very conscious of the effects of our ‘unusual’ 
summer, one of which has been the increase in fruit tree yields, and their early ripening, as shown 
above!

Some updates on the Society’s recent activities:

Heritage Open Days:
This year’s theme is ‘Architecture’ of which there is a wealth in East Yorkshire. The programme, see the 
article below, features more locations and walks throughout the East Riding; including Hornsea, 
Bridlington, and Howden amongst others, and runs from 12 – 21 September. The organisers, Executive 
Committee members Sandra Williams and Mike Farrimond, are still appealing for volunteers to help 
‘man’ the sites. Do please contact: sandrabwilliams@btinternet.com if you could offer some time; thank 
you.

The Town Trail: 
The Society has been in regular touch with ERYC about the missing pieces of the Town Trail. So members 
will be pleased to learn that the damaged, or lost, pieces of the Society’s Town Trail have been restored; 
namely: the Brill in Wednesday Market, the Eel in Well Lane, the large shoe piece in the Cordwainer’s 
plaque in Walkergate (a small piece is yet to be restored), and the Merchants’ Table (outside County Hall)
has been cleaned with three of the plaques replaced, so restoring the trail back to its original condition. 
Peter Naylor, local artist and sculptor, has been manufacturing these unique elements for installation.
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Garden Party:
As reported elsewhere in this Newsletter some 70 members and their guests enjoyed, in welcome 
sunshine, the Society’s Garden Party on Saturday 16 August in the garden of members Rosie and Charles 
Ryan. We are most grateful to them for opening up their beautiful garden for the event.

Solar/Wind Farm Works.
As a Society with an objective ‘to stimulate civic pride in the beauty, history, and character of Beverley 
and its surroundings’ the Executive is conscious of the pressures on the town and the surrounding 
countryside from the many proposals to develop and process Green Energy. As part of this responsibility;
the Executive Committee contributed to the Public Consultation commenting, to the developers on the 
proposal to construct a converter station for the Dogger Bank D Wind Farm near Beverley Ref: 
https://www.doggerbankd.com/consultation/#/  

BCS Submission on Dogger Bank D Windfarm
The Society is in favour of renewable energy, but such activities should fit within the
natural and built environment having full regard for the long-term implications of the
impact of visible structures on the landscape.

We believe that the proposed converter station will be an eyesore, wherever it is built.
Beverley already has a major National Grid facility on the A1079 and we understand
that  a  third  converter  station  is  planned  south  of  Beverley  for  another  wind  farm
development in the North Sea. The cumulative impact of these developments plus the
proliferation of solar farm proposals across the East Riding is of great concern to our
members. Beverley is a small market town with an outstanding Grade I Minster, which
can be seen from Minster Way, north of your proposed Zone 4 location (option 1).
Development at this location will  undoubtedly start the process of further industrial
development  south  of  Minster  Way  and  lead  to  creeping  development  which  will
ultimately  destroy  the  green  lung  of  agricultural  land  between  Beverley  and
Cottingham.

On the other hand, your proposal for the converter station in Zone 8 (option 2), close to
the small  development of  Bentley,  will  have a huge impact on the residents of the
immediate area, and the value of their properties.

Wherever the station is located we believe that efforts should be made to reduce the
visual impact of the station, possibly by excavating land to reduce ground level and
planting a significant number of semi mature trees around the site at the start of the
construction.  The  common  practice  of  planting  whips  around  developments  after
construction  has  been completed  does  not  result  in  significant  screening  for  many
years.

In summary, we are against the creeping industrialisation in this area of the town and
believe that the chosen option should be selected on a "least bad" basis, having the
least damage to the environment and residents in the long and short term.

Dick Lidwell
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2025
12 to 21 September

Thanks to all those who have already volunteered to help out at the upcoming Heritage Open Days. The 
increase in venues mean that we need even more volunteers than usual. Please consider offering an 
hour or two of you time to ensure this very popular and successful event runs smoothly in 2025. Please 
contact Sandra Williams.
sandrabwilliams@btinternet.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Event Date Times Can help ✓

Barges on the Beck

Friday 12 September
11-00 to 13-00

13-00 to 15-00

Sunday 14 September
11-00 to 13-00

13-00 to 15-00

Beverley Friary

Saturday 13 September
11-00 to 13-30

13-30 to 16-00

Sunday 14 September
11-00 to 13-30

13-30 to 16-00

2 Highgate

Friday 19 September 10-00 to 12-30
12-30 to 15-00

Saturday 20 September 10-00 to 12-30
12-30 to 15-00
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Event Date Times Can help ✓

Beverley Minster – Secret
Garden

Friday 12 September
10-00 to 12-00
12-00 to 14-00
14-00 to 16-00

Saturday 13 September
10-00 to 12-00
12-00 to 14-00
14-00 to 16-00

Sunday 14 September
10-00 to 12-00
12-00 to 14-00
14-00 to 16-00

Friday 19 September
10-00 to 12-00
12-00 to 14-00
14-00 to 16-00

Saturday 20 September
10-00 to 12-00
12-00 to 14-00
14-00 to 16-00

Sunday 21 September
10-00 to 12-00
12-00 to 14-00
14-00 to 16-00

Norwood House Friday 12 September
11-00 to 13-30
13-30 to 16-00

Bishop Burton Walled Garden Sunday 14 September
11-00 to 13-30
13-30 to 16-00

Beverley Allotments Sunday 14 September 14-00 to 16-00

Etton – Cherry Corner
Saturday 20 September

13-00 to 14-30
14-30 to 16-00

Sunday 21 September
13-00 to 14-30
14-30 to 16-00

Former Savings Bank, Lairgate
Saturday 13 September

10-00 to 12-30
12-30 to 15-00

Sunday 14 September
10-00 to 12-30
12-30 to 15-00

Newbegin house

Saturday 13 September
10-30 to 12-30
12-30 to 14-30
14-30 to 16-00

Sunday 14 September
10-30 to 12-30
12-30 to 14-30
14-30 to 16-00
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A Report from Beverley Life

There's  plenty  to  do  across  the  East  Riding  in  early
September as once again the Beverley Civic Society has
been  busy  with  helpers  in  Bridlington,  Cottingham,
Goole, and Hornsea to develop a programme of over
100 events,  giving opportunities to explore  buildings,
listen to informative talks or go on walks led by local
experts.  All  venues and events  are  FREE and the 44
page brochure contains details of each event and some
informative articles.

Some familiar locations in Beverley, normally closed to
the public, will be open, such as Norwood House, the
home  of  Bostonair;  Beverley  Friary  which  was  very
popular last year; number 2 Highgate, home of Mary
Wollstonecraft which was oversubscribed last year. This
year we have added the former Beverley Savings Bank
on  Lairgate  and  Newbegin  House  on  Newbegin.
Another  new venue  is  Beverley  &  East  Riding  Golf
Club who will be opening the mill to visitors. There’s
more about the golf club in the newsletter.

If you need a break from visiting venues, pop into the
Secret  Garden  off  Minster  Moorgate,  which will  be
open on both weekends. Barges on the Beck will once
again be offering trips and visits to the recently restored
Syntan barge. There are many activities planned at St
Mary's  church,  including  a  talk  on  the  recent
archeological  excavations  on  the north  side,  and  a
stained  glass  workshop.  For  those  wanting  to  know
more about  the town there is  a short  but  informative

walk  along  Highgate,  led  by  Colin  Bradshaw  and  a
walk  led  by  lan  Richardson  highlighting  some  often
overlooked features in the town. 

Hornsea  Civic  Society  has  organised  walks  around
Hornsea,  arranged  to  open  Bettison's  Folly  and  the
Inshore  Rescue  station  will  welcome  visitors  and
explain  their  activities.  Walking  tours  and  talks  are
planned in Goole and Howden with churches opening to
visitors  in  Goole,  Whitgift  and  Birkin.  The  two
churches in Tickton will  be open to visitors,  together
with the churches in Rudston, Holme on Spalding Moor
and  the  Skirlaugh  group  of  seven  churches  can  be
visited by cycle if you’re up to it,  or maybe drive to
them.

There are 30 events in the Bridlington area, including
Hebblethwaite  House  and  the  Bayle  Museum  in
Bridlington,  the Southburn archaeological museum at
Nafferton, and the Manor House at Burton Agnes, next
to the Hall. 

The free brochure giving full details of all these events
is  available  from local  libraries,  churches,  cafes  and
hotels. The brochures have been flying off the shelves
and  if  you  can’t  find  one,  then  visit
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/725228921/
where you will find a “flip book” of the brochure; just
like the printed version but online.

Study Day 2026
The Society is considering running a Study Day in July 2026 on the subject of Beverley’s Commons. We
are considering either a morning or afternoon event in Beverley Treasure House with a break for 
tea/coffee.

The charge would be limited to the cost of running the event itself.

In these early months of planning, it would be useful to have some idea of how many members would
be interested in attending such an event. If you could let us know via the website or through a 
member of the Executive this would be most helpful. 

An expression of interest would not be considered a definite commitment.

Please let us know!
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Dogger Band D Wind Farm Converter Station:
Consultation on this closed on 5 August, but please see the Society’s response in the Chairman’s 

Remarks.

Beverley Railway Station (ref: 25/01526/PLB):
An application has been submitted to extend Platform 2 (the North bound platform) to allow 

passengers from longer trains (eg Hull trains) to enter and disembark. There is an existing platform, 
unused for very many years, and this application would bring it back into use with suitable platform 
surfacing, lighting, fencing etc.

Land South of 15 Minster Moorgate Beverley. (ref 25/01773/PLF):
The Society has made a further objection to and comments on this revised application, which 

proposes an altered access gate, retaining some of the existing wall, but still removing the lamppost. 

Sessions House, New Walk (Ref; 25/01396/PLB):
An application has been submitted for change of use from a Day Spa (closed) to a Bakery, 

Restaurant and Bar. There are many elements in the application and some concerns have been raised re 
opening hours and potential nuisance, but with suitable conditions being put in place, the Society has 
expressed support for the change, which will bring this important Grade II* building back into productive
use.

Dick Lidwell

Dr. Elizabeth Bielby - Another Remarkable Beverley Woman
Elizabeth Bielby was born in 1849, the fourth daughter of Robert Bielby, a 
gardener, who went on to run a Nursery at Beckside. In 1874/5 Elizabeth 
trained as a Medical Missionary with the Zenana Medical Mission, before 
sailing to India  in December 1875. Apart from furloughs and a short period 
in the early 1880s when she returned to Europe to train fully as a Doctor, 
she spent the rest of her life in India, providing medical care in Lucknow, 
Lahore, and Shimla, where she died in 1929, aged 80.  I am currently 
working on an article about Elizabeth for the Civic Society. There is much 
interesting information about her years in India, but almost nothing about 
her early life in Beverley, or how she came to train as a Missionary.  The 
Bielby family was a large one - by any chance have any members 
connections with it and are able through that to fill in the gap in her early 
life? If you can help please contact me preferably by email - 
boward@hotmail.co.uk or by phone 01482 810 367.
Jane Bowen
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Planning Matters 

From The Woman’s Leader. The
Work of Medical Women in

India by Balfour & Young 
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History of the Beverley Mill and its Golf Club Clock
The Union Mill Society was formed in 1799 and land was made available by the Town Council for mill. 
The foundation stone was laid on 31 July 1800 and the mill was completed in September 1803. The mill 
was originally constructed with five floors and five wooden sails.

On 6 August a lease was granted to the Trustees of the mill for 99 years at the annual rate of one shilling.
The mill made a steady profit until 1846 when John Hind took over as President. Mismanagement by 
Hind caused the mill to fall into debt and disrepair. The miller was King Parker and he was dismissed in 
1862 when milling seems to have ceased. 

In 1871 the mill was let to Thomas Scruton until about 1880.

In 1880 the mill was let to Thomas Spruce Thirsk and his wife Ada until 1886 when their son James took 
over. He produced the famous ‘Beverlac’ flour until 1897 when milling ceased. Three floors of the mill 
were dismantled and the sails removed due to their poor state of repair.

The golf club which was originally based at ‘Black Mill’ approached the Pasture Masters to lease the mill 
and this was eventually agreed at a rate of £10 per annum from 1 June 1906.

The clock was originally commissioned by the Hon. Stanley Arthur Wilson MP of Tranby Croft, who was 
the owner of the racing stables on York Road. It is thought that the clock was built to commemorate the 
soldiers from Beverley who lost their lives in the bloody First World War Battle of the Marne. 

An order was placed with the Beverley clockmakers, watchmakers and whitesmiths Albert & Edmund 
Winter of 56/57 Market Place. The clock was manufactured by Messrs. G.J.F. Newey of York and was 
installed in the racing stables in 1919.

The clock is a ‘turret clock’, similar in design to that of Big Ben and weighs in the region of a quarter of a 
ton and the cost of manufacture was in the region of £90. The long pendulum beats at 48 times per 
minute, and it has a striking train and a going train which is controlled by a 40kg pendulum. Both trains 
of wheels are driven by heavy weights which was customary at that time. The materials used in the 
construction of the clock were cast-iron and steel, with a generous quantity of brass.

The racing stables were demolished in the
early 1990s and although the clock was
discarded and had suffered some damage,
it was rescued by Mr Rex Foster of
Windsor Close, Beverley. Mr Foster kept
the clock in his garage for his private use,
and he asked that on his death the clock
should be installed on a public building in
the town and maintained for the benefit of
the people of Beverley.
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Mr Foster was good friends with Christopher Thompson who
lived in Cartwright Lane and was a prominent pasture master
on Westwood. Mr Thompson’s neighbour was the clock
restorer, Bert Best, who worked with Mr Foster on the
restoration of the clock and the clock was installed in the
Marne Tower at Beverley & East Riding Golf Club in 2000. Both
Mr Foster and Mr Best were members of the Antiquarian
Horological Society.

Planning permission was originally refused by Beverley Town
Council who felt that ‘the erection of a clock is not in keeping
with the mill’. However, the planning officials decided to over-rule the objection on the condition that 
the clock was painted black - in keeping with the existing mill brickwork - so that the character of the 
building is not affected.

Paul Barnett

Of Interest to Our Members
Saturday 6 September 2025
Pearson Park Guided Houses study
10.00 - lasting 1 hour
Meet at the Pearson Park bandstand 5 minutes 
before the walk
Free

Tuesday 9 September 2025
Guided history and tree walk
10.00 – lasting up to 90 minutes
Eastern Cemetery, Preston Road entrance
Free

Wednesday 17 September 2025
By the Sword Divided – Beverley and the Englsh 
Civil War 1640-1660
Marcus Ramshaw
7.00pm to 9.00pm
Beverley Minster Nave
Free with donations to Beverley Minster

The East Riding Concert Orchestra is currently 
preparing for a particularly engaging concert on 
Saturday 18 October at St Mary’s Church, titled 
“The Listener’s Choice”, where members of the 
public are invited to vote for the pieces they most 
wish to hear — spanning classical favourites, film 
music, and more. We would be delighted to 
include the members of the Civic Society in this 
initiative, by asking them to submit a musical 
nomination by 8 September.
Please send your nominations to 
email: info@eastridingconcertorchestra.com

For more information about the orchestra please 
check out their web page 
www.eastridingconcertorchestra.com
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The Summer Garden Party
It was wonderful to see more than 70 members of the Society and their friends at our recent summer 
event. Rosie and Charles Ryan kindly opened their beautiful garden for everyone to enjoy and despite a 
chilly and cloudy start to the day, everything came right as the party began and we were able to enjoy 
another taste of what has been a wonderful summer.

Executive members and many other kind supporters of the Society provided a huge array of delicious 
canapes, all of which disappeared as the afternoon progressed. We were also supported in running a 
profitable raffle, thanks to donations by our President, Andrew Marr and Vice President, Graham Stuart. 
Prizes were also donated by a number of retail and hospitality outlets in the town including Barbour, 
Guest and Philips and the Beverley Arms Hotel. We thank everyone for their generous support.

Whilst it was, of course, marvellous to enjoy chatting in the sunshine, it was even better knowing that 
the money raised will all be going towards the purchase of fruit trees for the Cherry Tree centre.

There are a number of opportunities to enjoy a social event hosted by the Society in the coming months,
most notably after our Christmas talk and we hope to see many of you there.
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Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the Beverley and District Civic Society to be 
held at 7:30pm on Thursday 9 October 2025 in St Mary’s Church, Beverley.

AGENDA
1) Numbers Attending
2) Apologies for Absence
3) Minutes of the 2024 AGM
4) Matters Arising
5) To receive the Executive Committee’s reports
5.1) Chairman’s Report
5.2) Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements up to 30th September 2025
5.3) Secretary’s Report
5.4) Membership Secretary’s Report
6) To elect the Officers of the Society and Members of the Executive Committee for 2025-26
7) Any Other Business

The Executive Committee 2024/25
Officers
President Andrew Marr
Vice-President Graham Stuart M.P.
Chairperson Dick Lidwell 
Vice-Chairperson Lesley Blucke
Honorary Secretary Chris Harrod 
Honorary Treasurer Mike Farrimond 

Members of the Executive
The Members of the Executive during 2024/25 were: -

Lesley Blucke 
Mike Farrimond 
Richard Fatkin 
Neil Harris 
Chris Harrod 
Richard Lidwell 
Angela Mulford 
Rosie Ryan 
Peter Stevens 
Sandra Williams

NOTES:
i. *Co-opted members have an advisory and non-voting role. There were no co-opted members in 

this year.
ii. The following Members are due to retire but are eligible to be re-elected:

Rosie Ryan
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

BEVERLEY & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY

NOMINATION FORM FOR NEW MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE

Name of Proposed Nominee…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Proposer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Seconder……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Date…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

I agree to my nomination as a member of the Beverley & District Society Executive.

Signature of Nominee…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Information regarding the nomination and election of members of the Executive

With the AGM fast approaching members are reminded that if they wish to nominate a member 
of the Society as a member of the Executive, they must submit their nomination, along with a 
seconder, 14 days before the AGM. This year that means nominations need to be made by 25 
September. The nominee needs to sign to show their agreement with the nomination. Please find 
attached a form which can be used to make the nominations. The proposer, the seconder and the 
nominee must be fully paid-up members of the Society.

There are currently no posts available as Officers on the Executive
Any nominations must be made in writing to the Secretary, Chris Harrod, by 25 September.
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DISCLAIMER

The Beverley and District Civic Society assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors 
or omissions in the content of this Newsletter.

Beverley Civic Society Event
Colin Bradshaw will take us on a "Flight over Beverley”,

using aerial photos taken between 1925 to 2022. 
You will be amazed by the changing face of the town.

7.30pm, Thursday 11 September 2025
St Mary’s Church, Beverley

Non-members are welcome £5


