
Chairman’s Remarks

Our autumn season has got off to a
flying start

Every year the Society participates in the
National Heritage Open Days, and this year was
no exception. Our Executive members, Sandra
Williams and Mike Farrimond, put together a
great programme which, despite some adverse
weather, attracted hundreds of visitors. It was
great also to have the support of our Mayor and
his Mayoress who visited a number of sites,
including our wonderful Friary.

The Open Days were followed closely by a great talk given by Kloskk Tyrer on ‘Bygone Beverley’ which 
attracted a well-deserved bumper attendance of 130.

Dick Lidwell
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Beverley Town’s Mayor and Mayoress, David Boyton and Tina
Wilson visiting the Friary

Photograph by Mike Farrimond

Continuing the Autumnal theme; bountiful nature!
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Snapshots and Stories of Bygone Beverley by Kloskk.
Our first meeting after the summer break took off 
with a lively skip through old photographs with 
Kloskk, our expert in all things Beverley, who 
works at the Guildhall. Without notes (due to a 
rare IT failure (!)) Kloskk kept the audience 
entertained with a collection of fascinating 
photographs predominately of the NE end of the 
Market Place up to Norwood, which included the 
demolition of buildings to form what became New 
Walkergate. 

We saw the old Beverley Baths, well remembered 
by many who shivered in the cold water and 
austere changing rooms. Sellit and Soon took over 
the building and had a two-level shop which 
included furniture displayed in the bottom of the 
baths.

Mice seemed rife in the Market Place, firstly in the 
Corn Exchange which traded as such until 1947, 
although it was a cinema too until Friday nights, 
when the seats were removed for Saturday trading
and returned for the Saturday night film, corn and 
mice still in evidence. Mice were also in Vera 
Holtby’s animal feed shop next door, coming up 
through the holes in the floor boards, as Vera sat 
in a cardboard box with no heat and no 
decimalisation.

We were reminded of the old hostel in Ladygate, 
Roy Brusby’s horse Billy outside the Snackbar, 
where a Full English could set one up for the day, 
or cure the hangover from the night before. 

A photograph of the old Globe Inn shows how the 
new Sow Hill road from New Walkergate was 
carved through to link the new bus station with 
Saturday Market, obliterating the coaching inn in 
its path. A small bit of the Globe’s wall can still be 
seen today adjoining Aura in Ladygate.

If there was any doubt about the ‘centre’ of town 
it was surely the large stone plinth in the middle of
the Market Place which housed a huge street light;
a map with bulbs that lit up locations; telephone 
boxes; and a milk machine, all very convenient for 
the buses which parked there prior to the building 
of the new bus station.

It is hard to imagine how different it was before 
the creation of New Walkergate, but Kloskk 
showed photographs of houses alongside the 
White Horse Inn which would have almost met up 
with the Valiant Soldier (now the Corner House). 
Roughly where the crossing is, on the left hand 
side stood a timbered building known as ‘Lepers 
Hole’, with a large porch with hatched openings - 
supposedly for supplies to be taken in and out, as 
a quarantine house should - if the story is true.

There were the Assembly Rooms, the Cattle 
Market (such a busy day for Beverley’s pubs and 
shops),  The Malt Shovel, Nicky Nacky Norris’s and 
Dyer Lane public conveniences - all gone and but 
memories, all of which played a part in the lives of 
those before us. 

This is only a skim through the wealth of material 
Kloskk brought to show us, and all can be viewed 
at the Guildhall, open 10am-4pm on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 
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A New Light on 2 Highgate Beverley: one brick, three families 
and some organs

One of the many rewards of Heritage Open Days is that our visitors enhance our knowledge of Beverley 
buildings: their family had lived there, or worked there, or they have tales of its history. This September 
an eagle-eyed visitor noticed this small inscription on a brick at 2 Highgate:

The capital is L (not a J), the next 2 letters are doubtful but are followed by ‘bert’ so we believe the 
name is Lambert, and the date is very clearly 1794. 

2 Highgate, built c.1760 by Beverley’s leading architect/builder William Middleton, was later extended 
with a wing towards the west (now 2A Lord Roberts Road). The writing on the brick confirms that at least
part of this later wing was built before 1794. And surely it was one of the Lamberts who put the family 
name there.

‘Lambert’ the name on the brick, was either George Lambert or his son George Jackson Lambert, both 
organists, who lived and worked in Beverley for nearly a century (1777 to 1874). They were organists for 
Beverley Minster, St Mary’s Beverley and Holy Trinity Hull. 

The elder George Lambert bought 2 Highgate and moved there in 1793 with his wife Elizabeth Arden, 
younger sister of Jane Arden. Jane was the close friend of Mary Wollstonecraft, the future radical 
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18th century brick wall, Highgate, Beverley.  Barbara English



feminist, who in the 1770s had lived as a child in 2 Highgate. The Lamberts, the Ardens and the 
Wollstonecrafts were for a time members of the same social circle.

George and Elizabeth’s son, George Jackson Lambert, was born in 2 Highgate in 1794, and possibly the 
date on the brick refers to his birth? George Jackson Lambert ’s elder sister Elizabeth was organist at St 
Mary’s, and an artist, with some of her paintings now in Beverley Art Gallery. 

George Lambert had his own ‘chamber’ organ in 2 Highgate, its condition recorded in 1833 by the organ-
builder Alexander Buckingham; a small organ made by Donaldson of York, with one manual and seven 
stops, the pipes of the sesquialtera bass and cornet treble having been removed. An article in The 
Musical Times of 1880, however, states that Lambert’s organ was inherited from Matthias Hawdon, his 
predecessor as Minster organist 1769-1777.  There are some problems with this information, but if it 
was Hawdon’s organ, it is likely to have been made by John Snetzler, the greatest organ-maker of his 
time, who worked with Handel, built organs for Buckingham Palace, and made Beverley Minster organ 
(1767-1769) while Hawdon was organist there.  

In 1880, after George Jackson Lambert’s death, his chamber organ was put up for auction and it was 
described in the Beverley Recorder as an organ of 7 stops by Snetzler.  Whether Donaldson or Snetzler 
built the Lamberts’ organ at no 2, is not yet known: perhaps there were two organs, one replacing the 
other. Paul Tindall has told me it would have been 10 or 11 ft tall with one keyboard, no foot pedals and 
7 or 8 stops: a large piece of furniture for the small rooms of 2 Highgate. Lambert’s 1880 auction 
catalogue also included a cottage piano by Mott, 16 or so violins, 2 cellos and sundry organ pipes. 

The diarist of Georgian Beverley, John Courtney, also had a chamber organ, made by Thomas Haxby of 
York in 1761. It had 5 stops, and came as a kit in 3 boxes, was assembled in 3 days and cost 36 guineas. 
Perhaps the Lamberts’ chamber organ might have been similar, although Courtney was much richer, the 
Minster organist’s salary being ‘not more than forty pounds’ when confirmed by a later John Arden, 
mayor of Beverley in 1817-18. 

With many thanks to Paul Tindall, 
Max Elliott, the late Alan 
Spedding, the online thesis of 
Christopher Simon Roberts, Susan 
and David Neave, Jane Bowen, 
and to the contributors to the 
many informative websites about 
organists and organ building. 
Thank you too to the brick, its 
inscriber, and the person who 
noticed it this September, and to 
Nancy Pease Blackbourn, who 
welcomes visitors to her house 2 
Highgate during Beverley’s 
Heritage Open Days.

Barbara English
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Beverley joined in the Heritage Open Days festival 
from 6th to 15th September this year. Thanks are 
due to the army of Civic Society volunteers and 
friends who so ably acted as stewards at many 
locations; it may often be said “we couldn’t do it 
without you. Thank you” and it’s very true. In total 
there were about 5500 visits to HODs venues, 
which is excellent, especially considering that this 
year the weather wasn’t always supportive.

There were many regular locations and some new 
this year. The weather tended to be against us on 
some days which impacted particularly on outdoor
events, but many venues had record numbers: 
Norwood House welcomed 258 visitors, in just five
hours, The Friary received  385 visitors from across
the north of England, the Guildhall had 318 
visitors, (with Saturday being the highest on 
record) and 2 Highgate was oversubscribed again 
with 152 visitors; a big thank you to Nancy 
Blackbourn for opening her home again with such 
enthusiasm.

The Highgate tour, the Hornsea Cobble walk and 
the walk around Goole Docks were all 
oversubscribed; despite the weather 181 people 
enjoyed their visits to Bishop Burton walled 
gardens, and Barges on the Beck had 226 visitors 
in two days, including a ukulele group on Friday 
6th. The variety of events at St Mary’s attracted 313
visitors and the two churches at Tickton were so 
keen to participate that they borrowed the banner
and bunting from St Mary’s. Toll Gavel church 
welcomed 420 people to their eco themed 
displays. A new venue this year was Bettison’s 
Folly in Hornsea which was visited by 170 people, 
most of them climbing the steps to get the view 
over the town. The guided tours of the Minster 
proved so popular that instead of operating every 
hour, they were conducted continuously 
throughout the day! Over three days there were 
789 visitors.

Overall another successful year.
 Sandra Williams and Mike Farrimond
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St Mary’s Church.
Many members will be aware of plans by St Mary’s to open up a level route to the north of the church 
through to the Memorial Gardens, and to give level access into the church through the North Porch. 
The planning application has now been published please see:
https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/PLAN/24/02251/PLB  
and any comments should be submitted by 7th October either via the above public access site, or direct 
to: planning@eastriding.gov.uk 

Lord Roberts Road application;
We understand that this application is still under consideration, and is likely in due course to go to the 
Planning Committee for a decision.

Manor Road:
The application for converting the Social Services offices adjacent to the Manor Road Surgery and Health 
Centre for residential use has been approved.

15 North Bar Within:
The application to convert the second and third floors of Andrew and Roberts premises for residential 
use (Ref: 24/02174/PLB), which attracted much public attention, has for now been withdrawn. 

Finally: Stephen Hunt, ERYC’s Director of Planning and Development will be our speaker at our Public 
Meeting on Thursday 10th October in St Mary’s at 7.30pm.

Dick Lidwell
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Planning Matters 

Civic Society Subscriptions
Civic Society subs are now due, still at the bargain price of £15.00! We thank 
those members who have already renewed their subscription.

Can we remind members that bank charges are now in place when cheques 
are processed and so the preferred method of payments are as follows

1 - Standing order
2 - BACS transfer via web banking app
3 - By debit or credit card using SumUp at a monthly meeting
4 - Cash at a monthly meeting
5 – Cheque

If you would like to pay at the next monthly meeting, this will be at the AGM 
on 10th October in St Mary’s Church.

https://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/PLAN/24/02251/PLB
mailto:planning@eastriding.gov.uk


Georgian Society for East Yorkshire - Illustrated lecture by Dr Susan Neave

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF A GEORGIAN BEVERLEY GENTLEMAN
The later diaries of John Courtney of Newbegin House (1788-1805)

Friday 25th October 2024 at 2.30pm
St Mary’s Church Hall, Beverley

All welcome. £5 including tea and cake. Booking essential. Please book via Georgian Society for East 
Yorkshire website:  gsey.org.uk

The later diaries of John Courtney of Beverley, some 300 pages long, have recently been transcribed and 
edited by Susan Neave, author of numerous works on East Yorkshire, many with her husband David. 
Together, they edited John Courtney’s earlier diaries, 1759-1768, published in 2001, The Diary of a 
Yorkshire Gentleman, 1759-1768 (Smith Settle). The Georgian Society for East Yorkshire has now 
published an edition of the later diaries. 

Written soon after the American War of Independence, and during the French Revolutionary and 
Napoleonic Wars, the diaries show their impact on the life of a Georgian country town, with American 
Loyalists settling here, and the presence of numerous militia and army officers. Touching on both national
and local politics, there are descriptions of elections in the town, which returned two MPs, with the 
successful candidates being ‘chaired’ as in Hogarth’s satirical painting. At times the diaries take on a 
sombre note, reporting on the outcome of naval battles, the dreadful fate of Louis XVI during the French 
Revolution and attempts to assassinate King George III.  

There are visits to London, Leeds, to Scarborough and Bridlington for seabathing and to the Yorkshire 
Dales. At home Courtney attended numerous meetings in his capacity as a Deputy Lieutenant, and in his 
spare time could be found at the races, concerts, assemblies and the theatre. Many of the entries deal 
simply with the daily dramas of domestic life, including unpleasant illnesses, insolent servants and 
troublesome sons. There are weddings and christenings and plenty of funerals. At times there is the feel of
a Jane Austen novel with accounts of tea parties, musical evenings, dancing and the presence of the 
militia in the town, not to mention references to matrimonial disputes, matches with wealthy widows and 
accounts of local elopements to Gretna Green. 

Copies of Life in Georgian Beverley - The later diaries of John
Courtney 1788-1805 will be available for sale at the lecture, price
£15 (for Georgian Society for East Yorkshire members 1 copy per
member at discount price of £10). CASH ONLY PLEASE. The
book will then be available from Beverley Bookshop or by post
(additional charge for P&P) from the Georgian Society for East
Yorkshire: gsey.org.uk

7

http://gsey.org.uk/
http://gsey.org.uk/


Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the Beverley and District Civic Society to be 
held at 7:30pm on Thursday 10th October 2024 in St Mary’s Church, Beverley.

AGENDA

1) Numbers Attending

2) Apologies for Absence

3) Minutes of the 2023 AGM

4) Matters Arising

5) To receive the Executive Committee’s reports

5.1) Chairman’s Report

5.2) Honorary Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements up to 30th September 2024

5.3) Honorary Secretary’s Report

5.4) Membership Secretary’s Report

6) To elect the Officers of the Society and Members of the Executive Committee for 2024-25

6.1) Mike Farrimond for a further 3-year term as Honorary Treasurer

6.2) Neil Harris for a further 3-year term as an Executive Committee member

6.3) Sandra Williams for a further 3-year term as an Executive Committee member

6.4) Chris Harrod for a 3-year term as Honorary Secretary

7) Any Other Business

The Executive Committee 2024/25

Officers

President                                       Andrew Marr

Vice-President                            Graham Stuart M.P.

Chairperson                                  Dick Lidwell 

Vice-Chairperson                       Lesley Blucke

Honorary Secretary                   Chris Harrod (TBC during the AGM following Nomination/s)

Honorary Treasurer                   Mike Farrimond 

continued over/ . . .
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Members of the Executive

The Members of the Executive during 2023/24 were: -

Lesley Blucke (Year 2 of 3)

Mike Farrimond (Year 1 of 3)

Richard Fatkin (Year 2 of 3)

Neil Harris (Year 3 of 3)

Chris Harrod (Year 2 of 3)

Richard Lidwell (Year 1 of 3)

Angela Mulford (Year 1 of 3)

Rosie Ryan (Year 2 of 3)

Peter Stevens (Year 2 of 3)

Sandra Williams (Year 3 of 3)

NOTES

i. *Co-opted members have an advisory and non-voting role. There were no co-opted members in 
this year.

ii. The following Members have resigned from the Executive with effect from the A.G.M. 
Chris Burrows

iii. The following Members are due to retire but are eligible to be re-elected:
           Sandra Williams, Neil Harris
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October 10th 2024
The next meeting is our Annual General Meeting which will conduct the normal annual 
business of the Society including the accounts and the election of members to our 
Executive Committee. This year the meeting is immediately preceded by a Special General 
Meeting which has been called to make some changes to the Society’s Constitution.

Once we have conducted the above business, we will have some presentations on some 
of the work of the Society’s sub-committees on subjects that members often comment on 
such as Planning, Traffic and Signage, and Trees. We hope there will be time for questions 
and answers too.
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DISCLAIMER

The Beverley and District Civic Society assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors 
or omissions in the content of this Newsletter.

Beverley Civic Society Event
Following our AGM, an update on local planning from
Stephen Hunt, Director of Planning and Development

Management, East Riding of Yorkshire Council

7.30pm, Thursday 10 October 2024
St Mary’s Church, Beverley

Non-members are welcome £5


