
Chairman’s Remarks

The wonder of Nature continues: what a show of the Northern Lights!

On the 10th October we held our well attended AGM which was followed by an excellent talk by Stephen 
Hunt (ERYC’s Director of Planning and Development) which prompted a good number of questions. Our 
Society is constantly alert to planning matters that affect the town and the East Riding, so we welcomed 
the opportunity to directly raise many topics of interest and concern, and thank Stephen for his detailed 
responses.

Our next talk to be delivered by David Neave is our Margaret Powell lecture. Margaret Powell was a 
stalwart in campaigning in the 1960/70s to preserve the integrity of our historic Beverley, and we honour
her contribution with this lecture series. Full details of David’s talk, and a report of Stephen Hunt’s, are 
given later in this newsletter.

At the AGM, Chris Harrod was elected as Honorary Secretary. We are most grateful to her for taking on 
this role. It was resolved also to increase the membership subscription to £20 pa from September 2025. 
In common with many other organisations the cost of running the Society has increased since the last 
rise in 2011.

Dick Lidwell
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Beverley Civic Society Event
 The Margaret Powell Memorial Lecture

A talk by David Neave on 'The Scott family of architects
and their work in East Yorkshire’.

7.30pm, Thursday 14 November 2024
St Mary’s Church, Beverley

Non-members are welcome £5



Stephen Hunt, ERYC’s Director of Planning and Development, gave a highly informative talk on 10th 
October after the AGM had concluded. A full report follows in this newsletter, but sufficient to say here is
that ERYC’s Planning department is one of the busiest in England, receiving some 5,000 applications 
annually, involving not only housing and commercial developments, but also many other matters, from 
tourism to solar farms. Additionally, it is worth noting that the ERYC has 3,000 listed buildings (Beverley 
has 450) and 100 Conservation Areas to care for.

Some Updates:
The new southern railway bridge: Public Consultation on this bridge to the South of the town following 
the closure of the England Springs crossing has concluded, and we are expecting a planning application 
soon. This bridge is designed to cater for all potential users including a bridleway.

Dogger Bank D windfarm: SSE Renewables and Equinor have conducted many Public consultation 
exhibitions concerning the route of the cable from the coast to Beverley, and the necessary converter 
station (two sites being under consideration; one north east of the A1079 and east of the A164, and the 
other to the north west of Bentley). For full details of the project see: 
https://www.doggerbankd.com/about/ 

Treasure house: Members will have observed the continuing substantial works to the Treasure House, 
Library, the new Registry Office, and Champney Gardens. We understand that completion is anticipated 
by the end of this year.

St Mary’s Church’s planning application to link the northern churchyard to the Memorial Gardens and to 
provide a level access to the church via the North porch is under consideration.

The Lord Roberts site application is likely to be determined this coming month by the Full Planning 
Committee.

ERYC’s Design Guide: the next stage of consultation has been announced; for full details and explanation
of the issues, terminology and how to respond please see:
https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/planning-permission-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-the-local-
plan/draft-design-code-consultation/ 

Comments need to be submitted by Monday 2nd December 2024. Dick Lidwell
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Planning Matters 

Subscription Reminder
A reminder to those members who are yet to pay their subscription for the coming year, which are 
now due. Payment can be made by bank transfer (details below) if you use internet banking, also by 
cash or cheque at the monthly meeting when you can alternatively pay by debit or credit card, or you 
can set up a standing order at your bank.

If paying by bank transfer, please remember to be sure your name appears in the “reference”, then 
we won’t need to keep asking for your subscription when you’ve already paid (and you won’t get 
cross with us and our reminders!)
Sort code 05-02-37
Account 27597439

Mike FARRIMOND
Hon Treasurer

https://www.doggerbankd.com/about/
https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/planning-permission-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-the-local-plan/draft-design-code-consultation/
https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/planning-permission-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-the-local-plan/draft-design-code-consultation/


A little taste of the positive feedback from
HODs 2024

Beverley - Barges on Beverley Beck
It was a very pleasant experience. Something I wouldn't ordinarily do, and haven't done before. It 
was a part of Beverley I haven't explored before, and we met and spoke to people we wouldn't 
have met otherwise.
Fabulous event, knowledgeable and friendly volunteers. Visiting places relatively local to learn 
something new is educational and fascinating.

Beverley East Riding Theatre
Being new to the area I had not been to this theatre, which is in a former Methodist church. The 
HOD meant that I could see 'behind the scenes' and to find out about the theatre generally 
without having to pay for a performance. The event was well organised; we did not have to wait 
for a tour guide and the tour was very informative. The impact it had on me? I immediately bought
tickets for a show!

 

Beverley Friary
It was great to see somewhere of local historical importance that is not normally open to visitors. 
The exhibition was very interesting and informative and the volunteers very helpful and 
knowledgeable. I did not know much about this building which I regularly walk past!

 

Beverley - Highgate, a potted history
Intimate Georgian house. Felt invited in to someone's private space. Personal - the homeowner 
gave the tour.
A very interesting tour given by the owner of the property, who was knowledgeable about its 
history.
Very interesting tour round the historic property

  

Beverley St Marys
Very interesting. l do visit the site a few times every year, as it is a beautiful building, but it was 
very interesting to listen to the talks and to have the guided tour. There was also a very interesting 
exhibition called Finding Ivy which was a subject l didn't know much about.

 

Bishop Burton Walled Garden
The garden itself was absolutely stunning. Torrential rain that morning but the sun broke through 
at lunchtime. Wonderful plants, friendly volunteers. Sadness that such a beautiful garden is only 
open to the public twice a year, such a waste! Volunteers well informed on the history of the place.

Etton - Cherry Corner
A very inspirational visit steeped in local history and art with welcoming hosts

 

Etton - historic village
It was good to meet local people who had an in-depth knowledge of local history.  I know the area 
reasonably well but learnt a lot about the village past and present.

 

Hornsea Bettison's Folly
Having seen the folly from the outside many times it was great to have the opportunity to explore 
the inside as well. While it was a little challenging to ascend and descend the ladders inside the 
tower it was very interesting and the view across Hornsea was spectacular. The organisers were 
very friendly and knowledgeable and answered all our questions.
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Great news from
Beverley in Bloom
Here's the result of all the
volunteers' hard work! They were
delighted to receive a gold award
at the Yorkshire in Bloom awards
last Thursday. Beverley
Racecourse and Molescroft
School also won gold awards and
Michael Loncaster, headteacher
at the school received a
Community Champion award.

Brief Tree Roundup for
2024
Last winter we planted 25 trees in
association with ERYC throughout
Swinemoor in addition to the trees we
planted there in 2023. We also added
to the new trees in New Walk (mainly
cherries) and had the Minster Avenue
trees planted in memory of Eva La
Pensée (Rowan, Holly and Hornbeam).

In March we replaced trees lost in the
drought of 2022 on the Archery Field
with Field Maple. We had three Oak
trees kindly donated by Connie
Bennett, who had grown one herself from an acorn, and by Prof. Barbara English who was given two, to 
mark an important birthday, one came from Highgrove, and the other from Christopher Lloyd’s garden at
Great Dixter.  

Throughout the year a working party has regularly visited and tended the saplings. We have ordered 
some more Hawthorn to bulk up the hedge and will be planting these in early December; we will let you 
know the date nearer the time if anyone would like to help out.

The trees planted in Newbegin Pits are mainly thriving. We had to replace one that had died, and did so 
with an Oak tree grown locally. A member very kindly gave a donation for this to mark a friend’s 
birthday. We are continuing to cut down the undergrowth surrounding the trees as and when necessary.

The eight Figham Oaks were planted at the beginning of October, as last year it got too wet to get the 
tractor and trailer on to Figham to carry the tree guards into position. 

We are members of the Humber Forest Steering Committee and attend their quarterly meetings, see 
below for a roundup of their progress this year.
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Humber Forest plants a quarter of a million trees to support
communities and the local environment 

Humber Forest has planted a record number of trees in the last twelve months, with 238,000 trees 
planted across Hull, East Yorkshire, and North Lincolnshire. Since the project began, three years ago, 
400,000 trees have been planted across the region. 

Humber Forest, supported by Defra, is the community forest for Hull, East Yorkshire and North 
Lincolnshire, one of 15 community forests across England and part of the larger Northern Forest that 
stretches from Liverpool to the Yorkshire Coast. East Riding of Yorkshire Council is the accountable body 
for the Humber Forest. 

The project provides grants to cover up to 100% funding for planting as well as at least five years 
maintenance for farmers, landowners, businesses, and communities to plant hedgerows or trees on their
land. 

These trees can play a vital role in reducing soil erosion and flooding, improving air quality, creating 
habitats for wildlife, and improving community spaces.

In North Frodingham, East Yorkshire, Humber Forest supported local farmer Rob Meadley to plant two 
hectares of trees in memory of his father, Phil. The trees have been planted on areas that were tricky to 
farm and had problems with drainage; the woodlands will help slow the flow of water during heavy rain 
periods as well as create spaces for wildlife.

Rob Meadley said “The project was aimed at increasing the biodiversity and connectivity across the farm
and will be a lasting legacy for my father.”

Most trees are planted by Humber Forest delivery partners with the support of volunteers, including 
local residents who planted 576 trees alongside Dent Road in Cottingham. The Dent Road project was 
aimed at enhancing the local area, providing a local community woodland for residents, while enhancing
the area for wildlife.

The majority of tree saplings for Humber Forest plantings are grown at Mires Beck Nursery in North 
Cave, an East Yorkshire charity that supports adults with physical disabilities, learning disabilities and 
Autism.

Councillor Paul West, cabinet member for environment and transport said “This is a fantastic initiative, 
it’s great to see the numerous benefits that these trees can produce, from biodiversity to local 
community enhancement. Many thanks to the landowners and volunteers involved in growing the 
Humber Forest, and we encourage those who would like to be involved in future plantings to contact the
Humber Forest team.” 

The Humber Forest team can fund large and small projects and are eager to hear from any landowners 
who are interested in planting trees or hedgerow on their land. They can be contacted at 
humber.forest@eastriding.gov.uk or visit www.humberforest.org  

Tree and hedgerow planting in the Humber Forest is supported with funding from the Trees for Climate 
and Northern Forest Grow Back Greener funds, which are part of the Defra Nature for Climate Fund and 
provide landowners with grants to cover up to 100% of all woodland creation project costs. 
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Notes 
Humber Forest is the community forest for Hull, East Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire and is one of
15 community forests in England.
The three neighbouring authorities of Hull City Council, East Riding of Yorkshire Council and North 
Lincolnshire Council work together in partnership through Humber Forest.

England’s Community Forests
Humber Forest is one of a network of 15 across the country. Together, the work of England’s 
Community Forests represents the largest environmental regeneration programme in the country.
For over thirty years, England’s Community Forests have been working with communities, 
landowners, and businesses to transform the landscapes and communities in and around our 
largest towns and cities.
Through innovation and a long-term commitment to the areas in which they work, the 15 
Community Forests are working to ensure that trees and woodlands are at the very heart of our 
urban landscapes.
Find out more at: www.englandscommunityforests.org.uk

About Trees for Climate and Defra’s Nature for Climate Fund
Trees for Climate is a woodland creation programme managed by England’s Community Forests and is 
funded by the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs through the Nature for Climate 
Fund.

About the Northern Forest
The Northern Forest has already established nearly 8 million new trees since 2018 and is transforming 
the landscape from coast to coast and in and around cities such as Liverpool, Chester, Manchester, 
Leeds, Bradford, Sheffield, York and Hull. A partnership between The Woodland Trust, the largest 
woodland conservation charity in the UK, and Community Forests: City of Trees (Greater Manchester), 
Mersey Forest, Humber Forest and White Rose Forest, and the Community Forest Trust, is delivering this 
ambitious project. The partnership is connecting people with nature through the Northern Forest, 
creating growth and investment opportunities, reducing climate change and flood risk, improving health 
and wellbeing, supporting the rural economy, and developing innovative funding mechanisms for the 
future.
Find out more at thenorthernforest.org.uk 
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Beverley Civic Society Thursday 10th October 

Talk by Stephen Hunt, Director of Planning and Development
Management, ERYC. 

It’s been four years since Stephen last addressed the BCS, and much has changed! 

His talk focussed on five main areas:- an overview of the planning Department, planning applications and
planning enforcements, the local plan, and sites of interest.
 
The Department itself covers over 1000 square miles and includes applications for housing, commerce, 
tourism and energy, including solar farms. There are over 5,000 applications a year and some 80% are 
approved following advice on how to submit an appropriate application. Last year some 44 appeals were
made but 92% of these were dismissed. 

ERYC planted 250,000 trees in the last year, the plan is to increase this in 2025. 

Stephen referred to a number of interesting current projects including two hydrogen plants in Saltend 
(Government policy to ‘decarbonise’ the Humber), a Goole Siemens plant for manufacture of London 
underground trains, and the Jock’s Lodge £87M scheme due for completion at the end of 2026.

There are 11 staff in Planning Enforcement who receive 1,000 complaints annually, the majority of which
are for non-permitted development. Stephen gave some examples of when enforcement was required 
and which included the former Travellers Rest pub in Long Riston - the developer was required to rebuild
as was, following unauthorised demolition in a Conservation Area; an inappropriate window being 
replaced in Harrisons in Beverley; and the requirement for developers to reinstate the Cottingham 
Playing Fields in full. 

The extant Local Plan, running from 2020-2025 proposed 20,900 new homes in the East Riding with 
c3,000 in Beverley. South Beverley has been identified as a growth area but green space will be 
protected. The Plan is designed to both protect land and to indicate where development can occur, with 
450 hectares for employment use. 

The new Local Plan Update is currently in the examination stage, by the HM Planning Inspectorate, and it
is looking promising that it will be accepted for April 2025 to 2039. 

Some of the latest plans being considered are referenced in the Chairman’s planning report. Stephen 
also mentioned the scrapping of the Park and Ride and concern over the management of the work 
currently being undertaken on the old Thai Restaurant in North Bar Within, which is a listed building . 

Some questions from the floor addressed the need for affordable housing and the requirement for 
environmental standards on new builds. There were also questions concerning the development of the 
Killingwoldsgraves site, possible planning connections with Hull following the likely Devolution, and the 
maintenance of Green Space.

Richard Fatkin
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‘Abandoned Railways from Above’
‘York to Beverley, and Hull’.

Some members may have already viewed this Channel Four series which featured many local railway 
branch lines that were closed in the 1960s by the ‘Beeching Axe’. But if not, one can still watch the 
programmes; see below for the details.

Of particular local interest is episode five following our very own York to Beverley line meandering 
through the East Riding and on to Kingston Upon Hull, started by the notorious ‘Railway King’ George 
Hudson and with great station buildings designed by G. T. Andrews. But also note episode three 
featuring the amazing Scarborough to Whitby line following the dramatic North Yorkshire coast, calling 
at the failed holiday resort at Ravenscar, and ending over the most spectacular viaduct into Whitby.

Aerial photography gives a brilliant ‘bird’s eye’ view of these routes, which, together with the 
commentary, enhances our knowledge and understanding of these wonderful engineering feats 
contributing so much to our social history.

The series started on Saturday 21st September and ran on subsequent Saturdays until 26th October. For 
further details and viewing, via registering, see:
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/abandoned-railways-from-above 

Dick Lidwell
The other episodes which you may find of interest are; the ‘Varsity Line’ from Cambridge to Oxford (via 
Bletchley Park), another from Aberystwyth through to Carmarthen, a third meanders through Somerset 
and Dorset, and the final episode, takes one along the beautiful Carlisle to Edinburgh line.  

Please do not put these on the ground for hedgehogs to eat in gardens, parks and greenspaces. 
Pumpkin acts as a laxative and will cause hedgehogs to have serious diarrhoea and dehydration. At this 
time of year it is vital that hedgehogs put on as much weight as possible to give them the best chance 
of surviving winter and hibernation. Help our prickly friends and local wildlife charities who help look 
after sick and injured hogs.

ALSO:
Fake spider web decorations can be very dangerous to wildlife
and the environment. If you do use fake spider webs, some
recommend keeping them indoors; placing them inside
windows; checking them daily for any impact on wildlife.
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A reminder about 
disposing of pumpkins 
after Halloween Night



Of Interest to our members…..

John Fisher
Sunday 3rd November -  8.00pm

Professor Richard Rex, Cambridge University

Venue: Marist Hall (behind the Catholic Church) Cottingham Road in Hull
No admission fee. Voluntary contributions on the way out 

Decline and Devastation, Reformation and Rebellion - 
Tudor Beverley 1525-1575

Wednesday November 6th  - 7pm-9pm
Marcus Ramshaw

Venue: Beverley Minster Nave. 
A one hour talk with questions and answers. 
All welcome. Admission free with a freewill retiring collection afterwards to cover costs. 
All profits to Beverley Minster

 

Hull and East Riding Historical Association - 
A King’s Murder - and a King’s Ransom:
A 12th Century Adventure (with music) 

Thursday 7th November, 7.30pm
Dr. Marianne Gilchrist, Researcher

Venue: The Nordic Centre, aka Danish Church, Osborne Street, Hull HU1 2PN. 
Small car park at the church. On street parking also possible. 
Associate membership: £12; visitors: £3. No charge for students
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DISCLAIMER

The Beverley and District Civic Society assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors 
or omissions in the content of this Newsletter.


