
Chairman’s Remarks
In response to a member’s request, I continue my theme of illustrating ‘Nature’ with an early summer 
seasonal flowering sequence: a classic peony, but also with Oxford Botanic Gardens’ 400th anniversary 
Physic Rose.

Our Public talks have continued to attract large audience with 80 attending our most recent one given by
Hannah Stamp of ERYC’s Archives; a great wide ranging talk, including in particular Beverley’s historical 
and modern documents; as usual a full report follows below. We appreciate the effort that Neil Harris 
puts into creating such a stimulating series, which resumes on Thursday 11th September. 

Additionally as previously announced we are holding our Summer Garden Party on Saturday 16th August 
at 39 North Bar Without, Beverley, thanks to Charles and Rosie Ryan offering to share their garden. For 
booking arrangements see below in this newsletter and/or via our website.
https://www.beverleycivicsociety.com/event-details/members-summer-garden-party-1  

Our Society is not alone in being dedicated to preserving our town’s Historic Character and Civic Pride. 
We are also members of The Yorkshire and Humber Association of Civic Societies and Civic Voice which, 
through their meetings and newsletters, provide us with insights into what others in the Heritage 
Movement are doing, and with updates on National issues. The next YHACS Regional meeting is being 
held on Saturday 26th July in the beautiful village of Addingham, which lies by the River Wharfe between 
Ilkley and Skipton. Addingham Civic Society have prepared a great programme and, following Hull’s 
recent example, are offering a sandwich lunch prior to the main meeting! Should you be interested in 
attending to meet like minded people please see this link with the full details:
https://yhacs.org.uk/summer-event-addingham-26th-july/ 

Dick Lidwell
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Heritage Open Days (HODs) 2025  - 12  th   to 21  st   September   
Once again, the Civic Society has taken the lead in organising HODs and we have a bumper 44-page 
programme for you covering the East Riding. This year’s brochure includes venues and events in 
Beverley, Bridlington, Cottingham, Goole, Hornsea, Howden and Swanland, plus other villages in the East
Riding, such as Aike, Bishop Burton, Etton, Holme on Spalding Moor, Pocklington, Rudston, Skirlaugh, 
Whitgift. All venues and events are free and we thank VEY (Visit East Yorkshire), Beverley Town Council, 
Yorkshire Wolds Heritage Trust and the Georgian Society of East Yorkshire for their financial support 
which has enabled us to produce and circulate the brochure.

As well as all our usual venues in the town we are pleased to announce that once again some familiar 
locations, normally closed to the public, have agreed to open, such as Norwood House, the home of 
Bostonair; Beverley Friary which was very popular last year; number 2 Highgate, which was 
oversubscribed last year and we must thank Nancy Blackbourn for welcoming visitors to her home every 
year. And this year we have added the former Beverley Savings Bank on Lairgate, thanks to Richard Stott;
and Newbegin House, thanks to Walter Sweeny and his wife.

We are pleased to have worked with Hornsea Civic Society to develop the programme this year and they 
have organised walks around the town, arranged to open Bettison’s Folly, and the Inshore Rescue station 
on the prom will welcome visitors and explain their safeguarding activities. 

Thanks to Max Lunn of Hebblethwaite House, the programme includes many events in Bridlington and 
surrounding villages.

The free brochure giving full details of all these events and more will be available from local libraries, 
churches, cafes and hotels from early August. 

As we have done in previous years, the Society aims to provide volunteers at a number of locations to  
greet visitors and advise them of any restrictions on site and to point out many other open venues. 
Please help to promote the town and the Civic Society during this annual celebration of heritage by 
contacting Sandra if you are able to help at any of the events in the table on the next page: – 
sandrabwilliams@btinternet.com
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2025 - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Event Date Times Can help ✓

Barges on the Beck

Friday 12 September
11-00 to 13-00

13-00 to 15-00

Sunday 14 September
11-00 to 13-00

13-00 to 15-00

Beverley Friary

Saturday 13 September
11-00 to 13-30

13-30 to 16-00

Sunday 14 September
11-00 to 13-30

13-30 to 16-00

2 Highgate

Friday 19 September 10-00 to 12-30

12-30 to 15-00

Saturday 20 September 10-00 to 12-30

12-30 to 15-00

Beverley Minster – Secret
Garden

Friday 12 September

10-00 to 12-00

12-00 to 14-00

14-00 to 16-00

Saturday 13 September

10-00 to 12-00

12-00 to 14-00

14-00 to 16-00

Sunday 14 September

10-00 to 12-00

12-00 to 14-00

14-00 to 16-00

Friday 19 September

10-00 to 12-00

12-00 to 14-00

14-00 to 16-00

Saturday 20 September

10-00 to 12-00

12-00 to 14-00

14-00 to 16-00

Sunday 21 September

10-00 to 12-00

12-00 to 14-00

14-00 to 16-00
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Event Date Times Can help ✓

Norwood House Friday 12 September
11-00 to 13-30

13-30 to 16-00

Bishop Burton Walled Garden Sunday 14 September
11-00 to 13-30

13-30 to 16-00

Beverley Allotments Sunday 14 September 14-00 to 16-00

Etton – Cherry Corner

Saturday 20 September
13-00 to 14-30

14-30 to 16-00

Sunday 21 September
13-00 to 14-30

14-30 to 16-00

Former Savings Bank, Lairgate

Saturday 13 September
10-00 to 12-30

12-30 to 15-00

Sunday 14 September
10-00 to 12-30

12-30 to 15-00

Newbegin house

Saturday 13 September

10-30 to 12-30

12-30 to 14-30

14-30 to 16-00

Sunday 14 September

10-30 to 12-30

12-30 to 14-30

14-30 to 16-00

Museum and Heritage Awards 2025
On 19th May the Museum and Heritage Sector Impact Award 2025 went to Heritage Open Days with its 
contribution described as follows:

Heritage Open Days 30 years of England’s largest festival of 
history and culture: a platform of consistent sector support 
cultivating nationwide community engagement.

See above details of how you can volunteer and support HODs 2025See above details of how you can volunteer and support HODs 2025
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The Northern Gas Network.
As anticipated, works have started on the pavement reinstatement following the installation of the new 
plastic gas main along Butcher Row, Toll Gavel, and just into Saturday Market. We shall be keeping a 
close eye on progress, and the materials used to ensure that the restoration is ‘in keeping’.

Beverley Town Council.
Members will have learnt through the press and other media that the Town Council are revising their 
plans regarding establishing a Town Hall. The decision to sell the acquired former St John’s Ambulance 
building on the corner of Wilbert Grove and Morton Lane has been made. We await further news of 
developments in due course.

The Society has suggested to the Council that an additional Public Noticeboard be erected in Saturday 
Market; there is a considerable gap in provision from Wednesday Market to Wylies Road, which is odd 
given Saturday Market’s central role. This has been well received, but any decision will take some time 
given in particular the pending Parish Council boundary changes.

Public Conveniences.
Beverley has few Public Conveniences so the Society has been concerned that the ones at the Station 
have been often closed due to structural problems; not a great advert for the town’s visitors arriving by 
train. These facilities, although operated by ERYC, are, we understand, in a building owned by another 
organisation namely the ‘Arch Company’ who are responsible for carrying out the repairs. On the same 
topic, the Society, amongst others, is still very opposed to the proposed closure of the Lord Roberts Road
conveniences as part of the pending redevelopment of the former care home site.

Planning Application update.
The application to remove the brick wall and streetlight to install a wooden fence and gates at the 
eastern end of St Mathews Court has been withdrawn.

Jocks Lodge Works.
As I’m sure members are aware, these comprehensive works are continuing and will for some time to 
come! The contractors and ERYC produce a monthly ‘Update Newsletter’ which is very helpful. Should 
members not be receiving this, and wish to keep up-to-date see the link below for the June 6th edition: 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKERYC/bulletins/3e240ef 
or: https://www.a164jockslodge.co.uk/  which gives information on both the planning and 
implementation.

Dick Lidwell
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The Society’s History Boards
As members will know, the Society has erected many History Boards around town and on Westwood. 
Naturally over the years, being exposed to all weathers, their condition will tend to deteriorate. The 
supporting posts of two of the Westwood Boards were repaired last year, and we need to start a 
programme of repainting the frames of those in the Town Centre. As a start we have repainted the frame
of the board of ‘The Grapes’ (‘The Push’ to us older members!) which is much read by residents and 
visitors alike. See ‘our man at work’ (Martin Bedford), the finished product, and happy reader.

Dick Lidwell

 

Supporting our Local Community
The Society was delighted to join the Dog and Duck Inn raising money for local charities. We provided a 
rather delicious hamper to raffle as well as using the opportunity to advertise the work of the Society. 
We hope the lucky winner enjoys the contents of the hamper and immediately takes out a subscription 
to the Society!
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HALL GARTH AND THE HALL GARTH INN 
When John Leland, the Royal Antiquary, came to Beverley in 1532 he saw the canons' houses all 
clustered around the Minster churchyard, and among them the Provost's house. Near these houses was 
the Archbishop's manor, with a moat round it, but already in ruins and never to be rebuilt, for the 
archbishop sold his interest in Beverley.

Hall Garth field lies to the south of the Minster, between Minster Yard South and Long Lane. It is still full 
of grassy mounds indicating the sites of former buildings, but the moat which ran round the field has 
been filled in, the north side being filled about 1807. Did the Provost's house and the Archbishop's 
manor house both stand in this field? Only excavations could solve this problem; but it is believed that 
the Hall Garth Inn once housed the Provost's Court and jail.

The Hall Garth Inn was in the north-east part of the
field. Often seen on the fringe of old photographs
and paintings, it was rarely depicted as a building in
its own right. It was part of the townscape, taken
for granted, until suddenly it had gone, demolished 
one Sunday morning in the late 1950s, unrecorded
and little lamented except by local historians who
knew that its ramshackle exterior hid a wealth of
history within.

At the time of its demolition the Hall Garth Inn was
a farmhouse. Previously, for nearly a century, it has
been called "The Admiral Duncan", after the naval
hero who defeated the Dutch at Camperdown in
1797. The field and its buildings were bought for
the Minster by Canon Nolloth in 1896, and the inn lost its licence when the justices refused to renew on 
the grounds that an inn was not needed there; this decision was upheld on appeal to the Quarter 
Sessions.

To go back further in time: for some 300 years the building served as the court house for the manor of 
"Beverley Water Towns", which comprised more than 100 villages or parts of villages in the East Riding. 
In the Hall was a court room where manorial cases were tried by the Lord of the Manor or his bailiff, and 
over the court room were cells for the prisoners. The court sat every Monday and tried minor cases. 
Before the Reformation the Provost's Court had greater powers, for he could try all kinds of cases and 
even hang thieves and murderers.

In its final years, in the 1940s and 1950s, the farmhouse had multiple small buildings leaning against it. It
had a huge hall door, a stone-flagged kitchen, and wide oak stairs. A heavy door, with massive lock and 
key, divided the upper floor into two parts, and the rooms at the back, looking south towards 
Cottingham, had iron-barred windows and were probably the prison cells. On its north wall was a 
plaque: 

(B.A.E.)
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From our Archive . . . Newsletter Summer 1975

An image of the Admiral Duncan or Hall Garth Inn can be
seen on the right in the image below of Fred Elwell painting

a view of the Minster – Courtesy Pat Deans Collection

THE HALL GARTH
The site of this building is traditionally the residence of St. John of Beverley. It was formerly the 
Court House of the Provosts of Beverley Minster or the Court of Bedern, with jurisdiction over a 
large portion of the East Riding outside Beverley. The gaol of the Provostry was attached to it.



Beverley History Walks offered by Colin Bradshaw to groups
Please note:

1. Max group size is 20.
2. A donation is requested to Yorkshire Air Ambulance - £40 is suggested.
3. The group is responsible for its own insurance.
4. None of these walks require special footwear as they are within the town.
5. The maximum distance is under 1.5 miles and most are shorter.

Snapshots of Medieval Beverley (Southern Beverley) 
Join Colin Bradshaw for a walk which links together some of Beverley’s many medieval buildings. Hear 
about collapsing buildings (including the role of an earthquake), the life of the clergy, an archbishop’s 
palace and his deer park. You will also learn about the seamier side of medieval life as it affected the inn 
keepers and their customers and the best place to visit a loo – at that time. (Duration approx. 90mins)

The Darker Side of Georgian Beverley
Not everything in Georgian Beverley was wonderful. Hear about the prison, the workhouse, and the 
awful roads. Entertainment was different too – from bull baiting to cock fights, together with race 
meetings, where spectators often joined in! Men and women were still ducked, children went bare foot 
and servants scolded. There was no piped water, sewage overflowed into the streets and lots, lots more! 
See into the darkness with Colin Bradshaw. (Duration approx. 2 hours)

Green Plaques. 
The Civic Society has placed a number of information plaques on the walls of buildings in Beverley. Have 
you noticed them? If not, this is your chance to be taken on a guided walk that seeks to find the plaques 
and explain why they are there. You will be amazed and at times horrified by the picture they paint of 
Beverley! Colin Bradshaw will be your guide. (Duration approx. 2 hours)

Snapshots of Medieval Beverley around the North Bar. 
We will trace some of the buildings remaining from the Middle Ages and look at aspects of their 
construction. This is also a chance to look at the defences of the town. The life of ordinary citizens will be
described and some of the many crafts being practised within the town. Join Colin Bradshaw to explore a
largely lost world. (Duration approx. 90mins)

Windows on Beverley.
Join Colin Bradshaw for a very short walk within and around St Mary’s church. Churches are and always 
have been extensively linked to the wider community. For example, the “gud wyffes” of Beverley helped 
raise the money to rebuild the tower when it collapsed in 1520. You will be amazed by some of the other
links ranging from fire prevention and the slave trade to a chocolate maker and the theatre! Suitable for 
wheelchair users. (Duration approx. 60mins)
NOTE: this walk is entirely within St Mary’s church and therefore needs their agreement for it to take 
place. This is not normally a problem.
You may also wish to make a donation to the work of St Mary’s.

Stoned in Beverley. 
Did you know that a range of different rocks can be found in the town? Explore Beverley’s geology with 
Colin Bradshaw. We can find rocks from Wales, Scotland and even Norway. Local rocks tell us a story of 
tropical seas and early life. You will never look at Beverley’s buildings in the same way again. This walk 
relates rocks to architecture. We will be keeping to pavements in the town so it should be suitable for 
wheelchair users. The walk will finish at the Treasure House where you can get a drink in the cafe and 
perhaps visit the museum which has a small local geology display. (Duration approx. 90mins).
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Dad’s Army.
The walk takes you from the police station on North Bar Without, where the men signed-up, to Saturday 
Market. It includes blackout, air raid shelters, the defence of the Westwood and the gas 
decontamination centre. You will never see Beverley in the same way again! (Approx 90mins)

Highgate – the history of a single street.
We start in Wednesday Market and finish at the north door of the Minster. In such a short distance we 
encounter medieval pubs and markets. The guilds toured the area with their religious plays. An American
who fled his homeland after being on the losing side of the War of Independence. The Black Death 
struck many and cholera was a constant threat. (Approx 90 mins)

Over 500 years of history in under 500 steps.
In less than 500 footsteps you will be taken from the 20C back to the 16C. Incredibly we will range from 
drunks to members of the Temperance movement; from Dick Turpin to James Elwell; from a gentleman’s 
club to evacuee children. And that is only a tiny taste of what you will encounter. The walk finishes at the
Guildhall. It is not possible to tour the Guildhall, but we will tell you about some of the history and 
events with which it is associated. (Approx 70mins)
Contact Colin Bradshaw via:

1. 01964-543815
2. Ben.lui@btinternet.com  

Thank you.

Of Interest to Our Members
Wednesday 2  nd   July  
The Franklins Tale - A story of the ideal husband 
and wife
Dr Marcus Ramshaw
7.00 - 9.00pm Upstairs Room of the Monks Walk, 
19 Highgate
Admission free - £5 suggested donation with 
profits to Beverley Minster

Saturday 12  th   July  
With support of Hull Civic Society
Guided History and Tree Walk – Pickering Park
10.00am Meet at the Hessle lHigh Road entrance 5
minutes before the start
Walk lasts between 1-2 hours. No need to book. 
Free

Monday 14  th   July  
Hull Civic Society
Drypool & Witham Walk
Led by Colin Cooper
7.00 - 8.30pm
Meet at Blaydes House, High Street

Wednesday 30  th   July  
From marshland to monastery – the beginnings 
of Beverley 700-1200
Dr Marcus Ramshaw
7.00 - 9.00pm in Beverley Minster Nave
Admission free - £5 suggested donation with 
profits to Beverley Minster
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The Work of the Archives
Hannah Stamp

Hannah joined us for the last talk before our summer season to share with us some of the work 
undertaken at the East Riding Archives.

The historical background to our library and later Treasure House was the generosity of John Edward 
Champney and his wife Margaret. In 1902 he proposed a free library, if the town would provide a site. 
The grade 2 listed building was completed in 1906 and opened on August 8th. Champney’s bequest to the
library, drawn up in 1926 included 400 books, 20 paintings, a gift of land and a library extension. 

Champney had been involved in the production of worsted and Hannah shared the tale of his brush with 
death when a disgruntled employee, one James Whitehead, shot him with the intent to kill. John 
showed the presence of mind to whack his assailant with an umbrella and was saved by the local GP. 
Whilst his attacker was sentenced to 15 years penal servitude, John moved to London where he met 
Margaret. Her interest in the Art world led to his future philanthropy which has so benefitted Beverley.

The archives have been the County Record Office since 1953 and they contain the documented heritage 
of East Riding and its communities. It is free to access. The first archivist was Norman Higson who had 2 
small strongrooms and 300 records. There was no electronic catalogue. Today there are environmentally 
controlled strongrooms, 450,000 records and an electronic catalogue called CALM. All documents can be
located and have specialist preservation.

The research room and enquiries service provide access to Findmypast, Ancestry Library Edition, 
microfiche readers, newspaper archives and reference books. 

Today the team staffing the archives includes Archive Assistants, three Archivists and a Conservator.

If you want to browse the archives catalogue https://  calmview.eastriding.gov.uk  

Hannah then spoke of some of the key items in the archive collection.

These included Royal Charters from numerous rulers including Richard II, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. 
These charters granted permission for the towns to govern themselves, hold markets and so on.

The oldest document is a grant from the Archbishop of York, Thurstan, possibly dated 1129. The granted 
the burgesses of Beverley permission to pass through the toll bars without paying. Archbishop Neville of 
York in 1379 granted the soil and pasture of the Westwood to the town of Beverley.

There are also documents specifying various pardons following the Peasant’s Revolt and the Pilgrimage 
of Grace. 

The Great Guild Book (1409-1589) lays out the rules and Ordinances of the powerful medieval guilds and
their role in the religious life of the town whilst the Quarter Session Documents (1647-1971) give a 
fascinating insight into crime and punishment. 

The archives also contain many records of our local churches, including registries of births, marriages 
and deaths, rates, Faculties and architectural plans and repairs. Details of Educational establishments, 
schools, the Poor Law Administration and Deeds can also be found within the archives.
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The work of volunteers has supported the work of the archive office and of particular interest was the 
WWI Lives project which covered the lives of over 1200 service volunteers. Each life has a biography and 
research papers. These are catalogued under the reference WL. More recently the archives have been 
involved in a project with the community to preserve memories both written and photographic of 
lockdown. 

Conservation (not repair) is a vital part of the archive service and Hannah shared some important rules 
in handling documents- clean hands, no food and drink, pens or tippex and the use of Melinex sleeves 
and book pillows.

Finally, Hannah shared the great challenge of managing digital collections. For this we can use
https://eastriding.access.preservica.com/ which they hope will make sure our digital records are 
accessible and readable for the next 5-10 years.
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DISCLAIMER

The Beverley and District Civic Society assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors 
or omissions in the content of this Newsletter.
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