
Chairman’s Remarks
Although the first season of our public
talks has come to an end, the Society
remains active on many fronts. We hope
to see you at our summer social on
Thursday 13th June at the Monks Walk;
hopefully this year we shall be in the
garden!

The Executive wishes you to know that
Chris Burrows has stood down as our
Honorary Secretary. As you will
appreciate, we shall miss not only his
close attention to, and speedy efficiency
on, all the Society’s administrative
matters, but also his enthusiasm,
company and generosity. He has kindly agreed to help out as and when for the time being before we 
appoint a new secretary. Chris Harrod, our minute secretary, has kindly offered to cover the role 
temporarily. But clearly we are seeking someone to step into his shoes. Should you as a member wish to 
put yourself forward for the role please don’t hesitate to contact me, or any member of the Executive 
Committee, to discuss what’s involved.

The Executive continues to meet monthly throughout the summer to plan and develop our many 
activities, including tree initiatives, responding to ERYC surveys, and planning for next year’s public talks 
programme. Publicity for our extensive Heritage Open Days in September will be available soon. The 
programme requires a huge amount of planning, liaison with the National Body, Local Authorities, 
Owners and Supporters. We are grateful to Mike Farrimond and Sandra Williams for all their continuing 
hard work. 

Dick Lidwell
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Another wonderful buttercup year…with blue sky too!

Summer Evening Social
We are having our annual "Summer Evening” on Thursday June 13th. This year we are 
at the lovely secluded garden at the Monks Walk Inn on Eastgate.

Members (and guests) are invited to join us from 6pm. Food will be served at 7:30pm. 
Tickets are priced £10 which includes food. Drinks may be purchased from the bar.

The pub has a limited capacity so tickets will be supplied on a first come first served 
basis. You can pay into the Society’s account:

Beverley and District Civic Society
Sort Code 05-02-37 Account number 27597439

http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk/
http://www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk/
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The Old Burial Ground, North Bar Within
For some time now The Society has been the lead organisation in planning a project to pay attention to 
the Old Burial Ground, the former Private Burial Area, to the west of Coronation Gardens and the 
Sensory Garden which was looking rather sorry for itself. Our initial bid for Levelling Up funding was not 
successful, but last month the Steering Group organised a working party. Volunteers from Bishop Burton 
College, the Civic Society, ERYC, and others undertook some clearance work and suitable natural 
planting. This is an ongoing project with the objective of retaining the peaceful and respectful 
atmosphere, encouraging wildlife, and improving access for all including wheelchair and pushchair users.

Some photos below showing ‘men at work’ and some of the planting.

5

All photos courtesy Dick Lidwell



Yorkshire Society Heritage Summit
The Society took part in the Yorkshire Society’s Heritage Summit on Saturday 11th May in the 
wonderful Hull Minster. We had a stall in the nave alongside many other Heritage 
Organisations, not only Civic Societies but also including ‘The Yorkshire Dialect Society’, the 
‘North York Moors National Park’, and ‘The Flamborough Lighthouse’.

Many visitors stopped to talk and we learnt more about many of the other Organisations. We
also sold a few of our remaining publications. My thanks go to all our volunteers who 
‘manned’ the stall.

Overall a worthwhile exercise to put the Society ‘on the Yorkshire map’, and if the event is 
repeated somewhere else in Yorkshire, I think we should join in again.

Dick Lidwell
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Beverley Cycle Grand Prix

On Friday 19th July, Beverley will host a national Grand Prix circuit series cycle race event. This British 
Cycling accredited event involves a series of cycle races on a closed circuit in the town centre, starting at 
4pm and finishing around 10pm. You may recall that this event used to be run every year, with the last 
Grand Prix session held in 2017.
 
The cycle racing action will commence around 4pm with a community ride giving families a chance to 
experience a national level cycling event in the safety of closed roads around the town.  This will be 
followed by youth races and a support race before the headline events of the men’s and women’s races.
 
The route will follow a well-established circuit taking in Saturday Market, Sow Hill, Walkergate, Butcher 
Row, Wednesday Market, Lord Roberts Road, Cross Street and Toll Gavel. These roads will be closed to 
vehicular traffic from lunchtime on the 19th July to facilitate the event. 
 

Jocks Lodge Road Works
As members will know there are major road works taking place at Jock’s Lodge on the A164 to the south 
of Beverley. ERYC and the contractor Graham produce occasional updates on the progress of the works.
Here is a link to their most recent bulletin (dated 7th May) 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKERYC/bulletins/39afc66 

For further information and to receive ERYC’s Newsletter see this link to ERYC’s website:
https://www.a164jockslodge.co.uk/ 

Dick Lidwell
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Beverley Civic Society Members are invited to join Hull and ER 
Historical Association’s Annual tour on Saturday 8th June 

The tour to Patrington will consist of an 1.5 hour guided tour of St Patrick’s Church, described as 
one of England’s finest thousand churches by Simon Jenkins. There will also be a 30-40 minute 
tour of the village itself where the ancient Saxon family of the Hilyards lived.

The group will meet in The Hilyard pub at 10.30 for tea and coffee before walking 100 yards to the 
church. There is parking in the Market Place, outside the church and around the village. A map 
will be provided on arrival. 

A donation will be made to the church, and the cost of the tour including the hot drink is £10. 
Guests are welcome.

Please e-mail Assistant Secretary, Vivien Feetham: vivienfeetham@yahoo.co.uk if you would 
like to book a place on the tour 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKERYC/bulletins/39afc66
https://www.a164jockslodge.co.uk/
mailto:vivienfeetham@yahoo.co.uk


The East Riding of Yorkshire Yeomanry, 
Beverley’s Territorial Cavalry Regiment in WW1

Neil Hutty - 9th May 2024

The final talk of the 2023-24 season was given to us by Neil Hutty on the subject of the East Riding of 
Yorkshire Yeomanry. In existence from 1903-56, the motto of the Regiment was ‘Forrard’ and Neil 
provided a fascinating insight into its formation, its varied service in WW1 and its eventual disbandment.

First formed as a result of the Napoleonic Wars, Yeomanry Units were a response to the fear of invasion. 
The gentry class formed a kind of early ‘Home Guard’ against the threat of French Invasion. The 
gentlemen involved had to provide their own horses. Several units were formed in the East Riding but the 
defeat of Napoleon meant that all were disbanded by 1814.

The Boer War in 1899 highlighted the lack of mounted soldiers and a number of Imperial Units were 
formed. In 1902, Lord Wenlock established an HQ at 29 Railway Street in Beverley, and began the 
process of recruiting the local gentry into the East Riding of Yorkshire Imperial Yeomanry. It was 
launched on 15th May 1903.  At this time the regiment had 400 members in 4 squadrons in Hull, Beverley,
York and Bridlington. The Commander of the Beverley Squadron was Major Benjamin Hayworth Booth.

As mounted Infantry they sported a fashionable South African style uniform with a slouch hat and khaki 
uniform. In 1905 a rather more glamorous Lancer style uniform was introduced. 

Attractions to joining the regiment included pay and a two week annual camp. The men were clothed by 
the Government, the officers had to provide their own uniform.

In August 1914, the regiment was mobilised, extra horses were purchased and they were sent to patrol the
East coast on horseback to look out for German landings. But it was apparent that such a part time unit 
had never been fully trained so they returned to Beverley for this purpose. Clearly the town could not 
house 600-700 men so they were stationed at Kilnwick Percy. As they had joined a Home Service they 
could not automatically be sent abroad, so they had to volunteer for overseas service. Many did so, whilst 
older and younger members stayed at home to patrol the coast and later Ireland.

For those destined for overseas duty, further training took place in Northumberland and then Norfolk, 
with route marches and bayonet practice. Originally destined for Gallipoli, they were finally sent to 
Thessalonica to support the Serbians. The long, hot voyage was difficult for the horses which had to be 
kept below deck. Many died and others were in a poor state on arrival. During the voyage, Serbia had 
collapsed and instead the men were sent to Egypt to prevent Turk-German unrest around the Suez Canal. 
The horses had to recover and it was quickly found that camels were often more suitable patrol animals.

It was hot and boring. Many of the men had already completed four years’ service so could go home. 
Others transferred to different units. But in the Spring of 1917 the Government badly needed a victory 
following the Somme debacle. An attempt would be made to reduce Turkish influence in Palestine and to 
protect railway communications and water pipes from German artillery. After a march across the Sinai 
Desert, a series of battles took place in and around Gaza with mixed success against strong Turkish 
forces. Finally, the ANZACs broke through Turkish lines and the Regiment pursued retreating troops to 
Jerusalem. Despite a failed Turkish counter attack, the Regiment was forced to withdraw. From the 
original 650 men, only 200 were still effective and the horses were malnourished and injured.

In March 1918 the situation changed again, with the German Spring Offensive designed to finish the war 
using men now released from the Russian Front, and before the USA was fully mobilised. The Regiment 
was withdrawn from Palestine and sent in May 1918 to France as machine gunners. In June 1918 they 
formed the 102nd Battalion, Machine Gun Corps with the Lincolnshire Yeomanry. 
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With the war ending in November 1918, after seeing action on the front line, duties included salvaging 
bodies, debris and removing barbed wire. Full demobilization began in December 1918. Disbanded in 
April 1919, the Regiment was converted to an armoured car company, only to be reconstituted as a 
mechanised Cavalry Regiment in 1939, seeing action at both Dunkirk and D Day.

A large number of men in the regiment were lost in U boat sinkings throughout the war. 21 men were lost 
on the Arcadia sailing to Thessalonica and seven on the Holyhead to Dun Laoghaire Ferry, the Leinster. A
war memorial to the Regiment can be seen in Beverley Minster.

The memorabilia which Neil brought to his talk is only a fraction of his collection. If any members are 
interested and would like to visit, he is happy to host. The display (photos below courtesy Neil Hutty) is 
in the attic room (up a relatively steep flight of stairs) which can probably accommodate a maximum 
group size of 6, but if individuals want to visit that is fine. 

Do get in contact with any member of the Executive if you would like details of how to get in touch with 
Neil.
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DISCLAIMER

The Beverley and District Civic Society assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors 
or omissions in the content of this Newsletter.


