
Chairman’s Remarks
One of the advantages of attending YHACS’s
Regional meetings is to meet members of
other Civic Societies to discuss mutual
concerns and shared interests; another is to
visit other Yorkshire and Humber towns. The
recent meeting at Cleethorpes was a clear
illustration of these advantages. Across the
endless sands and estuary I never realised one
could clearly see Spurn Point and the
lighthouse, not to mention passing shipping
and wind farms.

On the agenda was an address from Ian
Harvey (Executive Director of Civic Voice) on
some of the new Government’s Planning initiatives, eg: ‘Grey Belt’, ‘Community Consultation’ and 
‘Changing the current model for Housing Needs’; clearly all of great interest to Civic Societies. For Civic 
Voice’s initial response to these initiatives see below:
https://www.civicvoice.org.uk/news/civic-voice-responds-to-the-kings-speech-announcements/ 
Civic Voice has also sent out a questionnaire to ascertain Civic Societies members’ views. Please see: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DW7M3FT 
To see the questions before filling in the questionnaire, a helpful move, please see:
https://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/files/Civic_Voice_Survey_Planning_Reform_2024.pdf 

Our new website is still under development and being updated, but is now available via 
https://www.beverleycivicsociety.com/ 

Dick Lidwell

Couple of Planning Updates :
Members may be aware of these local developments already but just in case you have missed them

Saturday  Market  pedestrianisation. ERYC’s  Cabinet  has  made  an  initial  decision  to  retain  the
pedestrianisation scheme in Saturday Market, subject to securing further funding. Further consultation
with key stakeholders will then take place on the design, materials and street furniture to be used as part
of a permanent scheme.

Park and Ride. The Council has agreed that there will now be no park-and-ride scheme as previously
planned. There is currently a £6 million developer contribution towards that project. Negotiations are
proceeding with the developers regarding alternative uses for the site. Dick Lidwell
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Improving Our Railway Station Environment - Beverley in Bloom
Beverley in Bloom as a volunteer group has
been in existence since 1998, initially
formed to add floral colour around the
town. The group continued in this way,
looking after the many planters and
containers around Beverley until 2019,
when the decision was made to try to
improve the Station frontage by planting
new shrubs, perennials, annuals and bulbs,
always with the consideration of planting
sustainably and using wildlife-friendly
varieties. The volunteers meet at the Station
every Thursday afternoon during the
gardening season and the first border to be
tackled was the south-facing narrow car
park exit border, which is now resplendent
with oranges, reds, yellows and purples
interspersed with delicate grasses.

2020 saw the group completely remove all the old, overgrown and often dead shrubs from the other 
border areas.  The long border which bisects the car park has been planted with native crab apple and 
rowan trees, Cornus shrubs to give coloured stem interest in the winter, grasses relocated from the 
existing border and various perennials and daffodil and tulip bulbs relocated from large planters around 
the town. This border became a real feature in 2021 when sunflowers grown by one of our members 
provided a magnificent display, making the most of the full sun they received.

The two borders adjacent to the northbound platform were planned to include perennials and shrubs 
which could thrive in a shadier position. Hellebores, Aquilegia, hardy Geraniums, Bergenia and Astrantia 
were sourced from Mires Beck Nursery, along with the very tough Valerian. Unfortunately, these borders 
had to be emptied of most of the plants in early 2023, due to the contractor working on the replacement
footbridge requiring the area for equipment storage. Any remaining plants have survived and continue 
to grow well; the smaller border, however, has had to be completely replanted and will take some time 
to establish.

The borders running along the
middle of the car park were
planted with Pittosporum to
give structure and perennials,
mainly in pink/blue/purple
shades along with spring and
summer-flowering bulbs.

In April 2021 the suggestion was
made to try to ‘tame’ the
undergrowth running along the
area of rough ground adjacent
to the car park, in order to
create a wildlife corridor. The
area consisted of a tangle of
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Middle Car Park Border



brambles, self-seeded sycamores and Buddleias, rampant ivy and other perennial weeds. An initial start 
was made, clearing and tidying but keeping some of the existing growth which would be beneficial to 
wildlife, and a bug hotel was built using donated materials. Once again, just as we were making real 
progress, we were unable to continue to work on the plan as the area was needed by the footbridge 
contractor for their site offices, equipment and storage. The area has now been returned to us and, 
thanks to Amco Giffen the contractor, half of the length of the wildlife border has been timber-edged, 
back filled with top soil and the tree guards which previously protected the trees which grew along the 
Station approach, but which have had to be removed due to disease, have been placed there to be 
reused as obelisks. Honeysuckle, dog rose and Clematis have been planted to grow there, and many 
perennials which have value for wildlife and insect life have been added, with funding from Northern Rail
and the help of students from Hymers College. Bird feeders and a bird bath have been added along with 
nesting boxes and a bird table made for us by Karl from Men in Sheds who also hand painted the 
beautiful multi-panel picture featuring native species of bird and insect life. We have plans to complete 
this first section of our wildlife area over the next few months, and will then turn our attention to the 
opposite side, where we plan to keep a more natural feel with less formal planting. A gabion seat has 
been provided to allow visitors to sit and enjoy the area, along with a noticeboard which explains what 
our aims are and which creatures to look out for.

Having put an enormous amount of effort into improving the Station surroundings, our group decided to 
enter the Yorkshire in Bloom competition this year in the newly-created category for Railway Stations 
and transport hubs. Our volunteers worked tirelessly in the run up to 4th July, judging day, making sure 
that everything was looking its best and the Station area was completely free of litter. The two lady 
judges from the RHS spent an hour with us looking at the planting, including the more formal planting 
around the Clocktower and adjacent seating area, and the containers in front of the Station building. 
They were impressed by the variety of planting, the change we have made to the area and our 
involvement with other local groups and organisations. The result of their judging won’t be announced 
until September and although we hope to be recognised for our achievements, the group exists mainly 
to enhance the town for residents and visitors alike, and hopefully this aim has been met, along with the 
friendship and mutual support enjoyed by our volunteers.

Sue Dyer
All photos taken by members of the group
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Remembering Eva La Pensée
On the last Saturday in June several members of the Civic Society Exec., friends and neighbours joined 
Clive (La Pensée) and daughters, AnneMarie and Louise, to lay the plaque in front of the trees we had 
planted on the greens of Minster Avenue in memory of Eva.

The European flag was used to unveil the plaque which we felt would have met with Eva’s approval, and 
Clive and family treated us all to tea, which included delicious German cakes and strawberries and 
cream. It was a sunny afternoon to remember Eva and all she did for the Civic Society, with her family 
and friends. 

4

Photos courtesy Anne Liddell



Bridge painting by Beverley artist Emma Garness 
Stunning new murals featuring local wildlife have been unveiled under Beverley Beck road bridge in a bid
to prevent graffiti. 

Colourful scenes featuring birds, fish and flowers have been painted on either side of the two piers 
underneath Beverley Beck Bridge, a site which has become a hotspot for unwanted graffiti. The four 
murals also feature silhouettes of people, together with an image of the Syntan, the historic barge on 
Beverley Beck which celebrates its 75th anniversary this year.

James Godfrey

Westwood History Board at Burton Bushes
The wooden posts of Westwood History Board at the 
northern entrance to Burton Bushes were suffering from 
rot and in danger of collapse. Members may remember 
that a similar problem arose with the board by Hill 60. The
board has now been repaired and repositioned. Members 
will note that previously
the board was situated
immediately in front of
the kissing gate which
created a bit of an
obstruction (see right).

We hope the new position will be an improvement all round.
Text & photos – Dick Lidwell
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Views of the four murals - Janet Ward



 

Once again the Civic Society has taken the lead role in organising HODs in Beverley and East Riding and 
we have a bumper programme for you. This year’s brochure will be of 32 pages, twice last year’s, and 
once again it is free along with details of all the open venues in Beverley, and programmes in Hedon, 
Hornsea, Goole and Howden. The theme this year is networks, routes and communications, and the 
brochures will be available in the local ERYC libraries, museums and tourist Information Centres, 
churches and town centre hotels from late July.

Beverley HODs venue wins national prize.
To celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding of Heritage Open Days, a competition was held by 
HODs-HQ to showcase the best 30 venues that had participated in the national programme in that time. 
Sandra Williams, HODs coordinator for Beverley and East Riding said “we are delighted to announce that 
Eastgate Print Studios of Beverley has been chosen in this special group of thirty; chosen in competition 
with other venues across the country”. 

Eastgate Studio is an artist run print studio and gallery with
six traditional printmaking workshops, and a gallery
showcasing a wide range of print techniques including
mezzotint, linocut and dry point. Susan Leeson, co-founder
said “our aim is to raise awareness of traditional printmaking
so over Heritage Open Days we give visitors the opportunity
to see our 1888 Albion flatbed press and locally made
Hawthorne etching press in operation. Studio members pull
prints from plates relating to the historic town of Beverley
that have been created at the studio. The Albion Press once
belonged to the Curwen Press of Plaistow, East London,
which pioneered the collaboration between artist, printing
and publishing.  So famous artists such as Paul Nash, Graham
Sutherland, and Eric Ravillious, could have taken prints from
this very press!”

Other Highlights.
For the children, St Mary’s will present activities with teddy bears, parachutes and stories of the White 
Rabbit between 13-00 and 17-00 on Saturday 7th; bears may be launched from the Bell Tower during the 
afternoon! On Saturday 14th St Mary’s will be hosting an exciting course on the traditional craft of stain 
glass making; the course lasts all day and booking is essential via info@woldsworkshop.com, from 
1st September.

New to HODs this year is Gallery at Salt on Lairgate where there will be a display of three sustainable 
designs they have completed in Yorkshire plus the artworks of Claire West, Bridget Hansford and 
Alexandra Thorne. Also the Masonic Hall in Trinity Lane will welcome visitors on Saturday 7th September; 
and in the Sun Inn, said to be the oldest pub in Beverley, you can see the timbers supporting the 
medieval roof.
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At Beverley:
On Friday 6th September 

 at 9-30 at St Mary’s; our chirman Dick Lidwell will speak on the
refurishment of the town’s water pump which stands so proudly in North
Bar Within. 

 at 10.30 Mike Farrimond follows with a talk on Beverley’s gas lamps,
maybe the oldest standing anywhere, but the talk may reveal some rival
claimants!

 at 13-30 Rick Walton, who also organises the Amy Johnson Festival, will
speak about her adventures as an aviation pioneer.

On Wednesday 11th September at 18.30, Colin Bradshaw will lead a short (in
distance) walk along Highgate pointing out many features of the street’s history
and its residents.
On Friday 13th September David Barton will lead a walk and talk around St Martin’s Cemetery on 
Queensgate, discussing the 22 casualties from WWI and WWII buried there.

At Goole in the library:
Friday 6th September at 14.00, Stephen Walker,
formerly Conservation Officer in ERYC, will speak on
the history of Goole Docks. 
Saturday 7th September at 1400, Alex Ombler of the
ERYC Museums Service will give a talk on the Goole
artist Reuben Chappell.
On Sunday 8th September at 13.30, Stephen Walker will
lead a walk and talk around Goole Docks discussing
their history.

At Howden:
On Saturday 14th September at 14-00, Philip Meapham
and colleagues from the Howden Civic Society will lead
walks around the centre of Howden with particular
attention paid to the Civic Plaques and old inns in the
town. 

At Hornsea:
On Saturday 14th September, Hornsea Civic Society will lead a walk around the cobblestone building in 
Hornsea starting at 14-00.

All the above walks need to be booked in advance, details in the brochure.
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In Hedon eight walks have been organised, no booking necessary, details below.

Event Location Timing

Hedon Haven 90 minute circular walk Saturday 7th, 11-00 and 14-00
Meet at Johnson’s corner

Pub walk Once Hedon had the highest
number of pubs per capita 
in Yorkshire

Wednesday 11th, at 19-00 
Meet in the Station pub

St Augustine’s Church 
Yard

90 minute stroll revealing 
the wealth of stories among 
the gravestones

Friday 13th at 14-00 and 
Saturday 14th at 11-00
Meet at the Church

St Augustine’s Interior 90  minute tour of this 
church celebrating 
800 years of worship

Friday 13th at 12-00 and 
Saturday 14th at 13-00
Meet at the Church

Town walk The past will be brought to 
life with stories of buildings 
and people

Sunday 8th at 11-00 and
Sunday 15th at 13-00
Meet in the Market Place

Westland walk Off the beaten track around 
Hedon

Sunday 8th  at 14-00 and
Sunday 15th at 11-00
Meet at the Market Hill car park

Circular walk A circumnavigation of the 
4 mile boundary of Hedon

Thursday 12th at 13-00
Meet at the Market Hill car park

Ivy House, relics and 
ruins

Tales of murder and bribery 
are revealed from the 
masonry relics in the garden

Saturday 14th at 13-00 and 15-15 and 
Sunday 15th at 13-00 and 15-15
Meet at Ivy House
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Heritage Open Days 2024 – VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!

Event Date Times

Barges on the Beck
Friday 6 September 11-00 to 13-00 13-00 to 15-00

Sunday 8 September 11-00 to 13-00

Beverley Friary
Saturday 7 September 11-00 to 13-30 13-30 to 16-00

Sunday 8 September 11-00 to 13-30 13-30 to 16-00

2 Highgate
Friday 6 September 10-00 to 12-30 12-30 to 15-00

Saturday 7 September 10-00 to 12-30 12-30 to 15-00

Beverley Minster – 
Secret Garden

Friday 6 September 10-00 to 12-00 12-00 to 14-00 14-00 to 16-00

Saturday 7 September 10-00 to 12-00 12-00 to 14-00 14-00 to 16-00

Sunday 8 September 10-00 to 12-00 12-00 to 14-00 14-00 to 16-00

Norwood House Friday 6 September 11-00 to 13-00 13-30 to 16-00

Bishop Burton 
Walled Garden

Sunday 8 September 11-00 to 13-30 13-30 to 16-00

Beverley Allotments Sunday 8 September 14-00 to 16-00

Etton – Cherry Corner

Saturday 7 September 11-00 to 13-30 13-30 to 16-00

Sunday 8 September 11-00 to 13-30 13-30 to 16-00

Saturday 14 September 11-00 to 13-30 13-30 to 16-00

Sunday 15 September 11-00 to 13-30 13-30 to 16-00

Just as we have done in previous years, the Society aims to provide volunteers to greet visitors at a 
number of locations, and to advise them of any restrictions and the many open venues in the locality. 
We have volunteers for the cells in the table which are highlighted. Please contact Sandra if you are 
able to help at any of the other events in the table – sandrabwilliams@btinternet.com
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DISCLAIMER

The Beverley and District Civic Society assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors 
or omissions in the content of this Newsletter.
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