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Spring on Westwood and Burton Bushes — Dick Lidwell

Members will have seen that the floodlights on the North Bar have been restored.
As you might remember, it was down to our member and town’s mayor, John Bird, that the lights were
installed. See this Hull Daily Mail article (link below) for details of his career and his role in establishing
the ‘Festival of Christmas’ funds from which paid for the lights:
https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/news/hull-east-yorkshire-news/familys-tributes-ex-mayor-beverley-
2765674
The Society had been active for some time pressing to get these works done, and we are grateful to ERYC
for having the new lights installed, which give a higher level of illumination than before, and highlight the
town’s debt to John.

We understand that major policies on decisions for Beverley’s Park and Ride and Saturday Market
Pedestrianisation are still being debated by ERYC. We understood from the last cabinet meeting that the
Park and Ride proposal was being rejected in principle, but negotiations on alternative uses with the
developers, as funders, would need to be pursued. The Society takes the view that should the P&R be
finally rejected, the site should be devoted to Community Use and Green space. We look forward to
early agreement on the ways forward, to end speculation and any adverse effect on the town’s economy.

To continue our series of talks focussing on Beverley, our next talk on Thursday 9" May at St Mary’s is by
Neil Hutty on ‘The East Riding Yeomanry 1903-1919’.
Dick Lidwell
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Summer Evening Social

We are having our annual "Summer Evening”
on Thursday June 13", This year we are at the
lovely secluded garden at the Monks Walk Inn
on Eastgate.

Members (and guests) are invited to join us
from 6pm. Food will be served at 7:30pm. &
Tickets are priced £10 which includes food.
Drinks may be purchased from the bar.

The pub has a limited capacity so tickets will
be supplied on a first come first served basis. 52

Courtesy - Neil Harris You can pay at the next talk (May 9" at 7.30) —/eA AFICAPT
. ., Courtesy - Dick Lidwell
or into the Society’s account.
Beverley and District Civic Society Sort Code 05-02-37 Account number 27597439
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The Renewal of the North Bar Lights 16" April 2024

The Beverley Civic Society is delighted to see the North Bar floodlights being brought back to life. Our

unique medieval Bar stands tall along with our two great churches, and deserves to be celebrated in this
way.

John Bird was a highly active member of the Civic Society in addition to being Mayor of Beverley, and it
was he who was instrumental in bringing the flood lighting to the North Bar. He had instituted the highly
successful ‘Festival of Christmas’ in 1995, and it was with some money raised through the event that the
installation of the North Bar lights was funded, and installed by ERYC.

The Society and the town have missed the illumination since the lights failed and welcome the work that
ERYC has put into restoring them.

Dick Lidwell

Chairman Beverley Civic society.

Courtesy — Lesley Blucke
Courtesy — Dick Lidwell
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Lord Burleigh’s chart: Royal MS 18 D IlI (detail) showing sandbanks near Spurn Point ¢.1560. Courtesy of the British Library

Some 800 years ago a sandbank near Spurn Point rose above the water, and fishermen
began to dry their nets there. Then one man made himself a cabin out of a wrecked ship,
as they do today on Lindisfarne (below), and provided food and drink to passing mariners.
Other men joined him. In the beginning there was a sandy track to the South Holderness
mainland, but that was breached by the water, and the sandbank became an island, called
Ravenser Odd or just Odd. It grew rich from trading with North Sea merchant ships and
became of such importance that on 1 April 1299 the King granted a charter to make the
settlement a ‘borough’, a privileged place, a town. On the same day, month and year the
King also granted a borough charter to a settlement at the mouth of the River Hull, called
Kingston upon Hull. Hull became a powerful mercantile city, but Ravenser Odd was
destroyed by rising water levels, and by the end of the 1350s there was nothing left except
an underwater marine hazard. We are not even sure where exactly the town was, although

perhaps the name Sunk Island in South Holderness gives a clue.



In its heyday Ravenser Odd
was visited by more than 100
ships a year, the port being
favoured by North Sea traders
as it was nearer the sea than
Grimsby, Hedon or Hull, so
that ships could be turned
round faster. It had a
reputation, especially in
Grimsby, of being a wild place
involved in ‘wrong-doing on

the sea, wicked works and

Fishermen’s huts made of boats on Lindisfarne. Creative Commons

piracies’.

Ravenser Odd at one time had at least 300 buildings, a mayor, burgesses, a courthouse, a
prison, a tannery, 2 windmills, an annual 30-day fair, 2 markets a week (Tuesdays and

Saturdays) the stone church of St Mary with a priest and 8 chaplains, a churchyard, quays,

and fish-curing sheds.

It sent 2 MPs to
Parliament and
provided ships (cogs
and barges) for the
King’s Scottish and
French wars,
including the St
Mary, the Eleyne of
Ravenser, the
Radegunde of
Ravenser, the Rose
and the Falcon.
Radegunde was the
‘patron saint against
drowning’ but she
did not save the

island town.

Image (1450) showing cogs and a barge at the Battle of Sluys (1340).
Wikimedia Commons



The coincidence of both Kingston upon Hull and Ravenser Odd receiving their foundation
charters on 1 April 1299 has led to an excellent exhibition at Hull History Centre in 2024

(below), curated by Dr Emily Robinson of the University of Sussex and Dr Kathryn Maude of
the National Archives.

Original documents have been lent by the National Archives, and the histories of the towns
are shown on the four-sided stands. The free exhibition (ends 30 May) has received much
national publicity, particularly the story of the lost town. There are already more than
50,000 Ravenser Odd references on Google, including one from Egypt Today, with many
comments such as ‘Yorkshire’s Lost Atlantis’ way off the mark, or ‘the City has been

found’ (never a city and certainly not found).
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Fast and Fresh: A Hairy Bikers Tribute
(and other wheely great events)

Beverley continues to be the centre of a number of exciting events in the world of transportation.

Whilst the recent car rally, with a stage held on the Westwood, divided opinion on its environmental
friendliness, there was no doubt that it was a popular event, bringing many spectators into the town.

On 7" April, Beverley was the starting point of a rally held in honour of ‘The Hairy Biker’ Dave Myers.
Over 3,000 bikers rode out from Beverley Saturday Market to Scarborough to remember Mr Myers who
died of cancer in February. Once again, the town was lined with enthusiasts and the ride out had to
begin over 30 minutes early to manage the huge turnout.

Photos c

In the past Beverley has also been the setting for both road races and the Tour De Yorkshire, and we are
pleased to let you know that the Beverley Grand Prix Cycle Race final stage will take place in Beverley on
July 26™ 2024. More details of this exciting event will appear soon.

Round Town 2010 - Dick Lidwell Tour de Yorkshire 2019 - Lesley Blucke



Beverley Station’s History Board

The Society has been liaising with Network Rail for some time about installing a History Board for the
station, following their highly disappointing decision to remove the pedestrian bridge’s timber canopy.

Beverley station has a long and eventful history, starting with being designed by the great architect
George Townsend Andrews for the notorious railway king; George Hudson, being the start of the
Beverley to York line, and a major distribution centre for manufactured goods (Crosskill’s for one) and

livestock for Beverley’s market.

Now two history boards have been erected, one on each platform; see below for an illustration, and,
better still, pay a visit to read and learn.

Text and photo courtesy Dick Lidwell

BEVERLEY STATION HISTORY

Introduction

Beverley Station was designed by rendwned rallway srchitect
Genonge Townsend Andrews for George Hudson's York and Morth
Midland Raiway.

Ower a life approaching two hisndred years, though the trains
have changed a great deal, the station has remain ed Largaly
the umf_“u.‘ only natable alterations e the addition of the
(e 1884), the if the roof (c.1905) and the
closure of goods facilities.

The York and North Midland Railway

The York and North Midland Railway (YNMR) was founded in
1835 by the entrepreneur George Mudsan tq connect Yerk and
Leeds, the last leg of the first fine from Yorkshire to London. The
company grew rapidly and bullt branches such as the Hull o
Scarborough line.

Following Hudson's fall from grace (n 1849, the YNMR was
amalgamated with other companies to create the North Eastern
Radlway (NER) in 1854, The NER constructed the - now closed -
Yark, Beveriey and Market Weighton line, which made Beverey

a junction station for a century from 1865, J

Beveriay Station: the early years
Bavariey St 1846, with the Itali

yie buldings

The station building housed a porters rom, a general waling
and an [ron tralnshed m(nﬁlgmby&mgefmmmm mammmnasd‘hu 4 booking office, 3 booking hall,

T statiom was larger than others on the Hull-Scarb: finse, a5 a
the Youk & North Midtand Ry planned a branch fenm Beverley to York.

sthe reaems far the

The footbridge

When kh: slallanop(ned. passengers wallied across the tracks
To remarve dangers like this across

The Beeching Axe

In the 19605, Br Richard Beeching
was charged by the Government
with restructuring the loss-making
rall system. The infamous Beeching

y  Pepart of 1963 proposed cosing marry.
_  underused and unprofitable lines.

O such example was the York,

M Beverley and Market Welghton line,

along which some stations had
already been closed. All passendger

= sernvons were withdrawn in 1965,

theis mtwark, from the 18805 the North Eastern Railway (NEF)
mmd pmmgfwuaugumwysldn wulms.onn-q

«mymdpul Wﬂm onsite. me(ommm&-qmmm Chicf
Thomas Elliot Harrison oversaw this design, known as the

“Type 10

AType 1 foothrid 5 irstalled at i the rmrid- 18808,
mhamn(addedbylhecndollhndm The timbes 1o0f was

and,
nnxl'ural restrictions nmm\lud s reinstabement.

" George Hudson and George Townsend Andrews

Gearge Hudson was a draper who
Imvested an inherited fortune in the

railways, rapidly rising to fame and

fortune as the ‘Ralway King' of the

Raitway Mania age and presiding

Gver a northemn railway empire

headquartered in York. His fall was as

spectacular as his rise: in 1849 he Ned

to France to escape the sharehalders

he defrauded.

After George Townsend Andrews

remadelied Hudson's York home,

Hudson struck up a partnership with

the London-born architect. s are

The meeting of the two men defined

Andrews’ professional [ife for the nest fifteen years, not only becoming Hidson's collaborator

I that tirme, Andrews became one of workd's first specialist railway architects, designing all
the stations en the: York and North Midland Railway network between 1832 and 1849, Marry,
likce Beverley, survive, Individually, and as an ensemble, they are amaongst the mwost attractive
buiilefings from the early years of the railway network.

bt also his friend, ally and feblow investor, until Hudson's disgrace brought about (s rapid end.

BEVERLEY MINSTER

SEE ENGLAND BT RAIL

Beverley Station in the twentieth l
century
Ir 1908, NER architect William Bell reported that

the iren trainshed roof was worm out, He was soon
Qivien penmission 1o replace It with a single-span
ool with stee] trusses. At the same time the bocking
hall was remodelled and parcels facilities sxpanded.
New doons wiene oreated, and an entrance canopy
erectied. In 1990, British Rall muwd the fagade

L)

In the imemsediate post-war years, Beverley was
knewn for its beawtiful station gandens, winning
three prizes in the Railway Executive best-kept
garden competition of 1949,
Goods facilities started closing in the early 1960

vhen li k for the arket
arriving by traln. The coal yard survived into the
arly 1980, until, finally, in 1985, alt goods facilities
2t Beverley were withdrawn,




New Bird boxes on the Westwood

In April 2023 The Beverley Civic Society was contacted by Andrew Greetham, Course Director of Beverley
Golf Club about a project to put bird boxes up on the Westwood. This was a project in connection with
the RSPB and with the support of the Pasture Masters, to enhance the Westwood’s suitability, primarily
for birds of prey. Mr Greetham asked the Civic Society if we could help with funding or supply of exterior
grade plywood to make the boxes, which were intended for Barn Owls and Kestrels.

The Civic Society has been happy to support this initiative and supplied the plywood required to build
the boxes. We are pleased to report that they have now been made, and the first boxes have now been
erected. In total there will be 4 Barn Owl boxes, 1 Kestrel box, and 1 Tawny Owl box. There was enough
material left to make 10 Blue Tit boxes, which will be dispersed around the Golf Club.

The Beverley Civic Society would like to express our thanks to International Plywood (Importers) Ltd and
West Building Supplies for their support in supplying and delivering the required plywood free of charge.

N A R

Photos courtesy Andrew Greetham
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Dates for your Diary

The Society will have a stall showcasing its work at the Yorkshire Heritage Summit on May 11" 10.00am-
5.00pm in Hull Minster. Please come along for a chat or possibly to buy a publication. For more details of
the event itself and the wide range of activities over the weekend, click on the link and open Yorkshire
Heritage Summit https://www.yorkshirewoldsheritage.org.uk/events/

Other Yorkshire Society Activities can be found on The Yorkshire Society Website. There is much to enjoy.

The Hull and East Riding History Association are currently finalizing a visit to the Grade 1 Patrington
Church on Saturday 8" June. This trip will also be open to Beverley Civic Society members. There will be
a guided tour then people are free to eat or continue their own explorations. Transport to Patrington is
by individuals as members come from all over the East Riding.

We will give more details when these are confirmed


https://www.yorkshirewoldsheritage.org.uk/events/

Civic Voice Road Show, Wakefield, Saturday 13th April 2025

Your Society is a member of the National body ‘Civic Voice’ and members will remember the recent talk
delivered by Martin Hamilton the Chairman of Civic Voice, with the theme that the ‘whole is greater
than the parts’ (Aristotle). | have attended their National Convention and a Regional Road Show held by
Civic Voice in Yorkshire, the most recent being in Wakefield on the 13" April this year (the previous
National one was in Piece Hall in Halifax; an amazing place to visit since its restoration!). The benefit of
attending such events is to get up-to-date on National Planning policies and developments, Civic Voice
initiatives, and to hear from other ‘like-minded’ organisations, eg Historic England, the National Lottery
Fund, Regeneration (Heritage Action Zones) and Civic Societies in our region, about their activities, plus
gaining from social interaction. See the 13" April programme below.

Indicative Programme for the day (timings subject to change):

8.30 Organisers assemble

915 Guests start to arrive for registration:

» Tea/coffee and pastries in the Greem Room Café

10.00 Convention Starts, Welcome from Civic Voice and Wakefield Civic
Society

1010 Simon Lightwood, MP for Wakefield

10.20 Clare Elliott, Service Director, Economic Growth and Skills, Wakefield
Council

10.40 Richard Butterfield, Partnerships Team Leader, North East &
Yorkshire Region, Historic England

1.00 Jonathan Maud, Chairman and Managing Director, Rushbond plc

11.20 Paul Gwilliam, Westgate Heritage Action Zone project manager,
Wakefield Council

1.40 Paul Cartwright, Chair, Pontefract Civic Society and YHACS
Committee member

1215 Lunch - Buffet lunch in the Green Room Café

1315 Convention resumes

13.15 Clare Nicholson, Principal, CAPA College

13.25 CAPA College Voices

13.35 Julie Russell, Service Director, Arts, Culture and Leisure, Wakefield
Council

13.50 Louise Clare, Senior Engagement Manager, National Lottery Heritage
Fund

1410 Tony Wade, Co-Director, Edgelands Arts

14.30 Break - Tea/coffee and buns in the Green Room Café

15:00 Margaret Hicks-Clarke, Chair YHACS and Chair of Goole Civic Society

1515 Kevin Trickett MBE, President, Wakefield Civic Society and Honorary

President, YHACS

15.30 Discussion/wind up — Martin Hamilton, Chair, Civic Voice, Director of
Leeds Civic Trust and YHACS Committee member.

16.00 Close

A major theme for Civic Voice and Civic Societies is ‘Pride in Place’, which they will be advocating and
pressing political parties on for the forthcoming General Election; a policy close to our own hearts here
in Beverley.

It was inspiring to hear how other Societies are actively shaping and contributing to improving their local
area.

| would encourage any member who has an interest in such matters to attend these meetings; though
the next one will be in Colchester on 18th May! But our next YHCAS Regional meeting will be held in

Cleethorpes on Saturday 13" July maybe a good opportunity to spend a day at the Lincolnshire seaside!
Dick Lidwell



Beverley’s part in the Peasant’s Revolt of 1380

We were delighted to welcome many visitors to beautiful St Mary’s for the talk on Beverley and the
Peasants Revolt. Helen Killick and Andrew Prescott joined us to share some little known (or indeed,

unknown) insights into the events of 1381 about which most of us only have a hazy knowledge from
school history lessons.

The starting point of the talk was ‘The people of 1381’ project. A great data base of information has
been collated, looking at the legal documents of the time. Prosecution records, pardons, petitions and
manorial and estate records are just some of the sources which have been linked and examined to tell us
more about what really happened. These can be accessed from the website www.1381.online

Helen began by giving us some background into the events in Beverley itself, leading up to the Peasants
Revolt. These events had been examined in detail by the historian C. T. Flower in 1905 and B. Dobson
more recently. Beverley had historically been the scene of conflict resulting in part from competing
jurisdictions from the Archbishopric of York, the Crown and the Chapter of St John of Beverley. Within
the town itself there was friction between the ‘Civic Elite’, local prominent mercantile families and lesser
craftsmen and merchants known as ‘The Commons’ who felt excluded from political office and
suspected the ruling group of corruption and unfair taxation.

In May 1381 the dispute became intense, with the Commons accusing the elite of stealing the Common
Seal from the Guildhall, and stealing money, goods and charters. In June they attacked these merchants,
such as Thomas of Beverley, in their own homes. Some were imprisoned in the stocks or forced into exile
until they agreed to pay an exceptionally high bond.

The legal documents arising from these events place members of both groups in London (specifically
Tottenham) during the time of the revolt. This suggests the complexity of the revolt, that participants
cannot simply be labelled victims or rebels. Members of both groups applied for a pardon under the
terms of the general amnesty issued by the Crown following the revolt. Thus, the data base highlights
the complexity of the factional infighting in Beverley at the time, mirrored, it is believed, in a number of
nearby urban locations, York and Scarborough for example.

The data base does provide some valuable insights into the social background of those involved. It does
appear that most of the Civic Elite were primarily Merchants, with a few drapers and goldsmiths. The
Commons, by contrast were a less homogeneous group, coming from 24 distinct occupations. The data
base is less useful in highlighting the role of the urban underclass and indeed of women.

Andrew then went on to try and illuminate how the events in towns such as Beverley related to the
more rural uprisings in Kent and Essex. The cost of the Hundred Years War in France placed a huge fiscal
burden on the crown. The solution was a poll tax, initially a flat rate but in its second manifestation on a
seven-point sliding scale. In 1380 another flat rate tax was introduced which inevitably was highly
unpopular. Andrew showed how, in reality, local commissioners attempted to ease the financial burden
on the poor with richer citizens paying more than their share. One of the Beverley elite, for example,
paid as much as 14 shillings when he was only required to pay 12 pence. Unfortunately, a massive
shortfall in the tax collection meant that the King’s Council demanded a reappraisal of the amounts
collected. The response to this demand appears to have been an incitement to revolt. So it was that sub
collectors themselves became involved in the revolt and the march on London. For example, of the 450
sub collectors in Essex over 70 have been identified as taking part in the revolt. The Beverley
participants, found to be in Tottenham, were generally prosperous rather than the poorest. Thus it can
be shown that the ‘peasants’ revolt was not simply an uprising by the rural poor but members of the
gentry, the aspiring middle class and those hailing from the rapidly developing towns.

The data base, accessible to any interested party, still has much to reveal about the events of 1381 and
will allow us to develop a new and more informed narrative about the seismic events of the late Middle
Ages.
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Of interest to our members

The Arts Society Holderness is presenting the following talk:

16 May - Jenny Scruton - Beverley and the Elwell’s, three generations of the
Beverley family who made an artistic contribution to their home town.

Meetings are held in the Floral Hall in Hornsea starting at 10-30; non-members are welcome with a
charge of £8

Beverley Civic Society Event

A talk from Neil Hutty on the history of the
East Riding Yeomanry 1903-1915.

7.30pm, Thursday 9 May 2024
St Mary’'s Church, Beverley
Non-members are welcome £5
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